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72 Chelsea Ave, Richmond 7020 
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Newsletter 
 

Vol 47, No 4, December 2019 
 

Editor’s Report 
Again there has been a good number of trampers on trips reported in this newsletter, averaging nearly 12 

trampers per trip, and with only two trips needing to be cancelled. 

 

An increasing feature of recent club trips have been crossover trips and circuit trips, where you don’t need to 

back-track at the end of the day, which are more appealing for some trampers. There are trip reports from four 

of these trips in this newsletter and the new programme includes six of these type of trips which should satisfy 

club members for choice. 

Keep on tramping.              Robert Wopereis 

 

Top Shot 

 
                          "Seahorse Rock", Conical Hill, Kahurangi National Park 

 

Club Nights  
7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond 
 

Wednesday 4 December: Puangiangi Island by Peter Gaze 

Peter Gaze will talk about his conservation work on Puangiangi Island, a small island east of D'Urville Island. 

 

Wednesday 5 February: Looking back and looking forward  

An opportunity to share three of your best photos from recent trips.  

Also have a say in what tramps you would like for the rest of the year. Plenty of opportunities to co-lead trips. 

 

Wednesday 4 March: Navigation Skills  

What the map can tell us. Bring Nelson topo map (BQ26) or electronic map if possible. 

http://www.waimeatrampingclub.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub
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Demystifying the Outdoor First Aid Kit 
(Notes from Alison Mountfort’s talk at the September 2019 club meeting) 

 

We talked about how on each trip it's expected that at least the leader will have a club personal locator 

beacon (PLB). Currently the club’s PLBs look like this: 

 

There's an ID number inside each beacon so that when the emergency services 

receive a call out they can contact the club search and rescue representatives, 

currently Geoff Walker, Pat Taylor and Roger Jackson who will provide the 

participant information that they’ll have received from the leader prior to the start of 

the trip. Details of how to use the beacon are inside its yellow container. It’s 

important for everyone on a trip to know who has the PLB and where he or she is 

storing it. 

 

 Think about where would be the best place to carry the PLB.   

 

We also talked about types of first aid container available and how important it is to 

have one that’s easily recognisable. I researched them and believe the following are 

easy to use, practical and easy to see. 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first container is a cheap one from The Warehouse which stays flat when opened rather than causing 

instant spills. I put the first aid kit container into a dry bag from Hunting and Fishing, manufactured by Sea to 

Summit. The dry bag will keep the kit inside it dry and as well is big enough to store a few other bits and 

pieces. 

 

Finally we discussed what club members felt was important to include it their outdoor first aid kit and came up 

with the following: 

 

 Anti-histamine tablets     

 Anti-inflammatory cream / pills 

 Antiseptic wipes 

 Band-Aids 

 Crepe bandage 

 Pain-killers 

 Personal medication 

 Safety pins 

 Saline solution 

 Scissors 

 Sterile gauze 

 Strapping tape 

 Tweezers/ needles for removing splinters 

 Wound dressing 
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Hut and Track News 

The new Paparoa Great Walk was officially opened on Saturday 30 November with a special ceremony in 

Blackball, despite a slip closing the middle section of the track. The track is partially open for walkers and 

bikers who have already booked, but a difficult to fix slip means the middle section of the track will be closed 

until repairs can be made.  

The aim is to have the track fully open on Sunday 22 December 2019. For those already booked, the track will 

be open from both ends for overnight trips into either the Moonlight Tops Hut or Pororari Hut. The Paparoa 

Track is largely fully booked throughout the Great Walk season, with up to 77 groups booked per week. 

A group from the club have booked to walk the track at Nelson Anniversary weekend. 

 

Kahurangi National Park  

Roaring Lion Hut is to be renovated during March 2020. New bearers are to be installed, the floor and roof will 

be redone and a new veranda and water tank installed. 

 

Nelson Lakes National Park 

Bull Paddock Creek Hut in the Raglan Range 

has been moved onto new piles during 

November. The two bunk bivvy was closed in 

November 2017 due to unstable foundations. 

With funding from the Backcountry Trust, a 

group of seven volunteers led by Kerry 

Clapham from Marlborough Tramping Club 

helicoptered seven sling loads of materials to 

the site from Rainbow Station. Six holes were 

dug for the piles, three at 90cm and three at 

60cm, on the 40° slope and nearly 90 bags of 

premixed concrete were used. The hut is now 

30cm higher to get it out of the ground and a 

small deck has been also added. The work was completed over four days from 15-18 November. The hut is 

about five hours tramping on an unmaintained route from the Wairau River or over the tops from the 

Silverstream, off the Branch River. 

 

After a national review, the hut ticket price for Angelus Hut for the summer season has increased from $20 to 

$30, the first increase since the hut was built. Increased costs have been incurred for the supply of firewood 

and for sewerage removal. 

 

Connors Creek Hut in the upper Wairau Valley is to be renovated by a group led by Bob Chittenden from the 

Nelson Ski Club with funding from the Backcountry Trust. The original timber used for the hut was untreated 

and was riddled with rot. 

 

Work by Pioneer Energy for the Lake Matiri Hydro scheme is underway. A bridge has been built over the West 

Branch Matiri River and a road is to be built nearly up to Lake Matiri to enable the transportation of 11m long 

penstock pipes for the hydro scheme. The resulting improved access is expected to make the area much 

more popular with trampers. 

 

Lakehead Hut is to be completely refitted internally and a second sink installed. 

 

The hut ticket prices for the Travers-Sabine Circuit will be increased next summer. 

 

The Mountain Safety Council have released a tramping video series that take trampers through 12 of the most 

popular and high-risk tracks in the country to help prepare trampers for their journey. The local tracks included 

are the increasingly popular Robert Ridge Route to Angelus Hut, also the Waiau Pass from Blue Lake. Visit 

www.mountainsafety.org.nz/videos 

 

Sources: www.doc.govt.nz, DOC Nelson Community Forum, DOC Presentation to Waimea Tramping Club, 

Marlborough Tramping Club newsletter. 

 

 

http://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/videos
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Stunning views 
Lake Sylvester – 31 August-1 September 2019 

Nine trampers left Richmond in three cars at 7:30am and arrived at the 

Cobb Dam lookout in sunny but cold windy conditions. After a brief stop 

to admire the view we continued to the Lake Sylvester carpark, loaded 

up and started the climb up to the hut at 10:15am. We were pleased to 

see only one other car in the carpark. We first reached small patches of 

snow well down the track and once above the bushline the snow was 

quite deep in places. By the time we reached the hut the wind had 

dropped and the weather was perfect. There were two others in the hut 

so we just had enough room but one member was happy to camp under 

the trees. 

  

After lunch we all set off up the ridge to the north of the lake enjoying 

views over Golden Bay. Further on we had fantastic views of Lake 

Lockett and even Mt Taranaki. At this point three members of the group 

decided to amble back to the hut while the others continued southwards 

along the ridge. Eventually only the member who was equipped with 

snow shoes was prepared to tackle the softer snow around the lake and 

the other five retraced their footsteps back to the hut. The day was 

certainly a great opportunity for photos with stunning views of the snow and lakes. Iron Lake was rather 

obscured by being frozen over and covered with snow.  

 

It was not necessary to light the fire in 

the hut; it was so warm with us all in it. 

Just after dark we were surprised to 

see two more people arrive at the hut 

equipped with skis and large packs but 

they were happy to share a mattress 

for the night. We all had a good night’s 

sleep in a quiet hut. Despite a frost the 

camper was surprised at how warm it 

was in a tent under the trees and 

would encourage others to try winter 

camping.  

 

On Sunday morning the weather was 

very clear with Mt Taranaki showing 

very clearly on the horizon. We all 

headed for Lake Sylvester but split into 

two groups with the more ambitious 

group going up the ridge towards Iron Hill to get great views down into the Cobb Valley and of all the distant 

mountains. The only cloud looked like smoke and was probably from the fire at Porters Pass in Canterbury. 

After reaching the summit of the ridge we headed back down, some taking the option of sliding down the 

snow. We were all back at the hut for lunch and departed for the cars earlier than planned. Two cars loads 

stopped for a coffee at the Woolshed Café near the top of Takaka Hill and enjoyed fine food in the sunshine.  

It was a great weekend for Eric, Ester, Pete, Di, Joy, Jo (scribe), Chris, Sue and Julie. 

 

So much sun, so few people! 
Bark Bay to Marahau – Saturday 7 September 2019 

Spring is a wonderful time to visit the Abel Tasman National Park, when the influx of summer tourists is yet to 

descend on this gem of a track, and the weather is usually kind. Or in our case, simply stunning. 

 

We had a private water taxi charter booked for an early departure ex Marahau, but the requisite minimum of 

ten people wasn’t achieved, so we took the scheduled 9:30am sailing. It included a free tractor ride, as we sat 

in the boat as it was towed out to the water. The next freebies were a detour to Split Apple Rock, and then to 

Adele Island to check out the seal colony. 45 minutes after setting off, we were deposited at Medlands Beach, 

                                   Lake Sylvester, Kahurangi National Park 

View photos of trips at: 

facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub 
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just south of Bark Bay. We climbed past the kaitiaki (guardian) above the beach, and we were away under a 

brilliant blue sky. 

 

We set a fairly fast clip in the hope of reaching Torrent Bay to take the low-tide bypass before the incoming 

tide became too much ‘incoming’. After eyeing the wide expanse of the bay with its runnel of water stealthily 

creeping through the middle, Karen and Julian quickly forged off, boots and all, getting wet up past the knee. 

Colin and I decided on a shoes-off approach, and then trailed after them, picking a route with the least number 

of sharp pipi shells. The tide was rapidly surging in, but happily we managed to reach the far side of the bay 

with dry undies (just). 

 

We had a leisurely lunch, basking in the 

sun and airing/drying our boots/feet, 

and smug in the knowledge of over an 

hour saved by not having to take the 

high-tide route. Shortly after resuming 

our walk, we arrived at Anchorage Bay. 

We had the usual sight of its long 

gorgeous arc of golden sand, but the 

unusual sight of not a soul to be seen! 

We popped along to check out the 

DOC hut and its attendant kaitiaki, then 

started the long climb out of the bay 

and up the hill. 

 

The home stretch back to Marahau was 

mostly high along the ridge top, with 

expansive sweeping views, but its 

sheltered beaches were only reachable by side-trails. From Tinline Bay onwards we were at beach-level, but 

by then get-home-itis had set in. Finally, six and a quarter hours after setting off from Medlands, and with the 

sun sitting low in the still brilliant blue sky, we were walking across the Marahau  boardwalks and through the 

waharoa (carved gateway arch) at the end of the track. 

 

All in all it was a terrific day. The Abel Tasman Coastal Track isn’t one of the Great Walks for nothing. The 

company, conversation, weather, beaches and views were all great. Thanks Julian, Colin and Karen for 

joining me. Diane (leader and scribe). 

 

A triple crossover 
Rocks Hut crossover – 21-22 September 2019 

A curious fact is that Rocks Hut is about 12 kilometres in a direct line from Nelson city centre, the closest DOC 

backcountry hut to any city in New Zealand, very convenient for Nelson trampers. 

 

Nine people met by the Prince Albert 

Hotel and exchanged cars, with 

Alison’s group of four starting from the 

Brook Valley and Robert’s group of five 

beginning from the Maitai Dam. The 

five heading up the Maitai on the Dun 

Mountain Trail encountered some track 

work at about halfway, which when 

completed, will give a good surface all 

the way along the bike trail. But we 

detoured off the smooth main track 

and up the very rocky track to Dun 

Saddle where we enjoyed lunch and 

the view across to the Richmond 

Range. From here it was a descent of 

one hour to the hut, including an area 

of the unique barren red landscape of 

                View from the bridge between Bark Bay and Torrent Bay 

               Dun Saddle on the Bryant Range on the track to Rocks Hut 
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the mineral belt, also a section of tricky tree roots before the hut. Before the Brook group arrived, some 

firewood was gathered and there was a visit to the lookout above the hut. The Maitai group had taken five 

hours from the Maitai Dam while the Brook group had a long day of eight hours from the start of Brook Street. 

That night we shared the hut with just two Nelson woman. 

 

On Sunday we completed a triple crossover with Eric and Esther heading away first, traversing Dun Mountain 

and Little Twin, then descending past Dew Lakes and the Rush Pool to the Maitai Dam, taking 6¼ hours - 

certainly a good direction to do this traverse. The rest of the group climbed up to Dun Saddle from where 

Robert, Alison and Sue went up to Dun Shelter and Dun Mountain while the others waited for 1¼ hours. After 

regrouping, both parties carried on and completed each crossover. Alison’s group of four went down the 

Maitai and had a relaxed trip taking four hours from the saddle while Robert’s group of three headed down the 

main trail at a quick pace past Third House all the way to the start of Brook Street, taking 4½ hours from the 

saddle. 

 

The Maitai group was Robert (scribe), Julie, Sue J, Eric and Esther, while the Brook group was Alison, Ken L, 

Jo and Lesley G. It was pleasing to achieve a nice crossover in a great area so close to home, especially on a 

fine weekend. 

 

Impressive rocks 
Conical Hill – Saturday 28 September 2019 

The trip was done on the Saturday as the weather forecast for Sunday was poor. A 7:15am start from 

Richmond meant we set out walking at 8:40. The trip was a bit challenging as we had about one hour of off 

track in order to get onto the DOC track which we got to at morning tea. We then climbed up to the ridge, 

stopping for lunch on the ridge about half an hour before Conical Hill, seeking shelter from a bitterly cold SW 

wind. After lunch we battled the wind 

and made Conical Hill and proceeded 

down the route maintained by Maria & 

Rob - an old stock route off Conical Hill 

back to the Jelinek farm where the 

cars were parked. This route was more 

sheltered from the wind. We came 

down to the old lime works about ten 

minutes from the cars and some of the 

group took ten minutes to visit the Huia 

Cave entrance before we returned to 

the cars completing an eight hour day.  

 

 The group included, Sue D, Ian W, 

Joy, Christine H, Di, Pete, Eric, Esther, 

Rob, Maria (scribe), Marian, Bernard 

and newcomers Paula, Rosie, Richard, 

Gareth and Brian. 

 

 

 

A Kahurangi traverse 
Flora - Asbestos crossover – Sunday 6 October 2019 

It was five years since the club had done this crossover trip, so it was high time to do this trip again. On a 

partly cloudy day we had a good turnout of 18 trampers, of which eight left from the Asbestos Track carpark 

on the Cobb Dam Road, while ten started from the Flora carpark, at the end of the Graham Valley Road. The 

Asbestos group set off at a good pace on the mostly wide track, arriving at the abandoned asbestos mine after 

one hour. We viewed a few assembled mining relics beside the track and peered down into the barren open 

pit mine, trying to imagine the toils that the miners endured. About 5,000 tonnes of ore was removed for pipe 

manufacture between 1949 and 1963, before it became uneconomic to continue. Then it was a further half-

hour rock hop to Asbestos Cottage, 200 metres higher, where we stopped for morning tea in sunshine beside 

the hut. The cute cottage was home to the reclusive Henry and Annie Chaffey for 40 years. After a further 

                  Conical Hill summit ridgeline, Kahurangi National Park 
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half-hour we reached the Bullock Track junction just above the Takaka River, just as the Flora group arrived. 

Here we exchanged car keys and enjoyed our lunch.  

 

We continued on in quick time to the 

Upper Junction and along the Flora 

Track, past Gridiron Shelter to Flora 

Hut for a brief stop. The final drag was 

up Flora Saddle and down to Flora 

carpark to complete a seven hour day 

for our group. The group of ten that 

started from the Flora end had morning 

tea at Gridiron and afternoon tea at 

Asbestos Cottage and had a 7½ hour 

day, perhaps a little more leisurely 

than the Asbestos group. Overall a 

satisfying Kahurangi traverse. 

 

The trip needed thorough planning to 

try to limit the confusion for the leader 

and the participants at the meeting 

point on the day. Drivers were emailed 

the previous day with the details of the different car that they were driving to the start of the tramp, along with 

the names of their passengers. To save time on the day, each person was given a piece of paper with the 

direction that they were tramping and the details of the different cars that they were starting in and returning 

in. These instructions seemed to avoid any gear left behind in the wrong vehicle, which easily occurs on 

crossover trips. 

 

The Flora to Asbestos group was Chris, Diane, Lou, Chrissy, Marian, David S, Robyn and newcomers Paula, 

David and Elisabeth.  

The Asbestos to Flora group was Robert (scribe), Julian, Sue D, Ian W, Pete, Jo, Lesley G and Julie. 

 

 

A cycling outing 

Wakefield to Kohatu and back, 

cycling the Great Taste Trail – 

Sunday 13 October 2019 

20 wheels spun their way along the 

Great Taste Trail taking in the newly 

opened Wakefield to Wai-iti section. 

After the uphill stretch from the 

Belgrove Tavern to the Spooners 

Tunnel, a breather was welcome 

beside the interesting information 

board at the tunnel entry.  

 

Spooners Tunnel is the southern 

hemisphere’s longest cyclable or 

walkable disused railway tunnel at 

1.4km long and good headlamps were 

an advantage going through.  

 

Approaching Kohatu it was very pretty with roadside blossoms and is one of the few sections right alongside 

the road. At Flat Rock Café a leisurely lunch was enjoyed before the return, including a blast descending from 

the tunnel. 

 

 

Snow Day at Rainbow Skifield – Saturday 19 October 2019 Cancelled (skifield closed)  

 

                              Asbestos Cottage, Kahurangi National Park 

          Spooners Tunnel northern entrance, Tasman’s Great Taste Trail 
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Exploring the heart of the "Quartzopolis Goldfields” 
Big River Hut, Victoria Forest Park – 26-28 October - Labour weekend 

25kms drive from Reefton is the abandoned gold mining town of Waiuta, home to 600 people in its 1930s hey-
day.  The town is a history-drenched treasure trove of restored buildings and information boards, but we had a 
smaller, more remote, objective in our sights. 
 
From Pro Road in Waiuta, we shouldered our packs and followed the sign for Big River along a gentle well-
benched track. There were short side detours to the St George and Big River South mines, but they’re a non-
event, nature having totally encroached on the sites long ago. After about three and a half hours walk-time the 
spacious 20-bunk DOC hut at Big River was reached. This superbly located hut is perched on a small hill 
above the scant remnants of the Big River settlement in the clearing below.  
 
Big River was once a thriving gold mining town (1882-1942), with a population of about 100 people at its 
zenith. The mine was small but one of the richest in terms of returns to shareholder, producing 100,000 
ounces of gold. Nowadays the few remains of the isolated township, two derelict cottages, nestle on the banks 
of the river alongside the rusting remnants of cyanide tanks and a dilapidated stamper battery and cableway.  
 
A short distance away in a series of clearings in the forest are an impressive assortment of historical 
relics.  First up for fossicking around in is Tin Town, the single miners’ huts. Crumbling brick chimneys and 
twisted iron are all that now remain of the town. 

 
Then there’s the massive 
reconstructed bright red Engine 
House, containing the 
restored winding engine. It is the only 
steam winder left in New Zealand with 
its boiler intact. The engine house 
was the control hub for operations in 
the mine shaft. The steam driven 
winding engine lowered men and 
equipment into the mine and raised 
the gold-bearing quartz that was 
blasted from the underground reefs. 
 
Carry on up the hill, and you reach 
the Poppet Head. This impressive 
12m structure stands over a 602m 
deep shaft. Ore was hoisted up the 
shaft and stored in bins to be 
processed. Waste rock was dumped 
nearby creating the mullock 

heap. The Reefton goldfields were once abundant with such structures. Today this poppet head is the only 
surviving original on the West Coast and one of only two left in New Zealand. 
 
There are also other further-afield sites to explore. Head off on the well-maintained tramping track towards 
Inangahua, and after about three hours or so the restored Golden Lead Stamper Battery is reached at Deep 
Creek. This battery is one of the most intact and best-preserved in the region. A warning however - there’s a 
big hill to go down to reach it, and a long long climb back up. The battery is an impressive specimen though, 
and worth the extra effort to reach. En route to it is the derelict sawmill, and there’s sections of old tram tracks 
to walk along too. 
 
One hour from the hut in the opposite direction are the remains of the Big River Dam. The river here is a rich 
red colour, deeply stained by the tannins in the water. Numerous sun-whitened timbers jut out like sharp teeth, 
vertically from the river and horizontally from the river bank. It’s a good option for those with an appetite for a 
shorter tramp, and is through mostly open terrain. 
 
There are three routes in to Big River Hut. There is our route, which is an easy tramping or advanced 
mountain-bike track from Waiuta. There’s the longer tramping route from Inangahua (at the far end, past 
Golden Lead, the wet-weather route is closed and the dry-weather route plagued by wind throw). And then 
there’s a technical 4WD road from Reefton. On Saturday night a group of young people in 4WD vehicles 
pitched their tents up at the Engine House. Two mountain-bikers did however join us in the hut, but we had it 
to ourselves on Sunday, no doubt due to a pretty horrible weather forecast for the latter part of the weekend. 

                  The restored Big River engine house, Victoria Forest Park 
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Three days at Big River was a lovely leisurely way to spend Labour Weekend. Saturday was a perfect 
‘bluebird weather’ day, spent driving to Reefton, walking in, then lazing around in the sun and exploring the old 
settlement. On Sunday the group split up, with long, short and very-short options available according to one’s 
appetite for exercise. Heavy rain which started late on Sunday afternoon fizzled out on Monday about 8am, so 
by the time we backtracked to Waiuta it was a no-coats-required day. A late-lunch stop in Reefton was a 
welcome final-hurrah to the weekend, before heading homeward bound.  
 
Our group of 13 was: Di (leader and scribe), Pete, Robyn, Jo, Chris, Julie, Julian, Andrew, Arif, Esther, Eric, 
Jeannie and Karen. 
 

A good local circuit 
Jenkins Hill, Third House and 

Fringed Hill circuit  

– Sunday 3 November 2019 

 

On a hot and cloudless summer day, 

fourteen gathered outside the entrance 

of the Brook Sanctuary to stroll around 

the outside of the fence. The 316 steps 

at the beginning challenged us, plus 

steeper uphill to Jenkins Hill. Then 

along the rolling ridge to Third House 

for lunch. We went up onto the Black 

Diamond Ridge and across to Fringed 

Hill, enjoying some shade and a 

cooling breeze, before heading back 

down, with empty water bottles, to the 

fence and the cars. 

 

The group was Julian, Jill D, Maria, Rob, Marian, Jo, Ian W, Grant, Jill H, Arif, Alison, Lesley G, Mary, and 

David S (leader and scribe).   

 

Mt Robert circuit – Saturday 9 November 2019 Cancelled (weather)  

 

A very pleasant two days 
Nydia Bay crossover – 16-17 November 2019 

Despite the weather forecast predicting a bit of damp, or at times, wet weather, twelve members opted for this 

crossover trip. Our rendezvous place was Rai Valley where, thanks to Di’s meticulous planning, vehicle 

swopping and organisation of gear for the end of the trip went very efficiently.  Esther, Eric, Marie, Julian, 

Chris and Jo (scribe) headed off to Duncan Bay while the rest of the party (Marian, Julie, Arif, Bob, Jill and Di) 

drove around to Kaiuma Bay at other end of the Nydia Track. 

 

From Duncan Bay it took the group just over six hours to reach the Department of Conservation’s Nydia 

Lodge. For the first hour or so we followed the shoreline with glimpses of the sea through the lush coastal 

forest. We were a bit concerned to see a number of mice scuttling across the track in the middle of the day 

and even a rat. Obviously very high numbers of these rodents were around due to the beech masting last 

autumn which could result in severe predation of our native birdlife in this region. Despite a cool breeze we 

soon warmed up, with the ascent to Nydia Saddle (347m) where we stopped for lunch. A little more care was 

called for as we descended the southern side of the saddle where shade and overnight rain had made the 

track quite slippery. Many different flowering orchids were in abundance so the pace was very leisurely with 

lots of photograph stops. Our eagle eyed botanist managed to find another vegetable caterpillar on this 

section of the track. As on previous trips the pet eel in the creek near the north-west corner of Nydia Bay was 

ever hopeful of scoring some food as we passed. Cloud gradually built up during the afternoon and by the 

time we arrived at the lodge, (some one and a half hours after the group coming from the opposite end) it had 

started to drizzle lightly. A short time later the predicted rain arrived. 

 

                                       Tasman Bay from Fringed Hill 
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The hot showers, excellent cooking facilities and well equipped kitchen were enjoyed by all as were the 

comfortable bunk rooms where we were able to spread out with two people per room. Half the group had an 

entertaining game of Monopoly Deal while others spent the evening reading, solving puzzles or chatting. 

 

 

With more rain expected to set in by 

2pm, both groups made an 8am 

departure. The beautifully calm but 

cloudy morning gradually gave way to 

a warm, partly sunny day. After an 

easy 30 minute walk we reached the 

turn off to Kaiuma Bay. After two 

stream crossings plus a walk across 

open farmland we headed up through 

beech forest and regenerating scrub to 

Kaiuma Saddle (387m), a good stop 

for morning tea. From there the track 

dropped quite steeply down into the 

stream from where we had to do a bit 

more climbing to get back to our 

vehicles, just over four hours since we 

left the lodge. A late lunch at Pelorus 

Café finished off a very pleasant two 

day tramp. 

 

 

A spot of spelunking 
Maitai Caves – Saturday 30 November 2019 

After meeting at the Botanics and driving up the Maitai Valley, our group of nine started the walk at about 9:40 

on a warm and sunny morning. There was no sign of the persistent duck that had stalked several of us on 

previous walks up this track. The heat from the sun made getting into the bush a relief and we soon stopped 

for morning tea in a nice area of ferns and trees. We navigated the stream crossing with varying degrees of 

success in keeping our feet dry, but without anyone falling in. After continuing along between the river and the 

stream, we came to the final climb up the hill to the cave.  

 

We had a rest and some lunch near 

the cave entrance, while discussing 

everything from The Merchant of 

Venice to Jo Jo Rabbit and The Death 

of Stalin. Some of us ventured into the 

cave. It was very slippery and muddy, 

so we did not go all the way down the 

rope to the floor of the cave and the 

stream that flows through it.  

 

On our return journey, we stopped 

after crossing the stream for a drink 

and rest - and, for some of us, a 

chance to wash the mud from the cave 

off our hands. We arrived back around 

2:30 after a pleasant trip.  

 

Walkers were Alison (leader), David M, 

Julian, Sue J, Robyn, Dave J, Daniel 

(scribe), and Mary and Anne.  

 

 

 

                                  Fern frond on the Maitai Caves Track 

                      View from Kaiuma Saddle on the Nydia Track 
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Rainbow Summer Open Days:  

The Rainbow Ski Area is opening its gates to the public over the summer so you can experience this beautiful 

location without snow.  

 

The open dates are:  

Saturday 14-Sunday 15 December,  

Saturday 21-Sunday 22 December,  

Saturday 25 January-Sunday 2 February,  

Saturday 15-Sunday 23 February,  

Friday 24-Sunday 26 April.  

 

Gates are open between 8am and 4pm. $20.00 per vehicle. 

Pay into the green box beside the ticket windows. Funds go towards the upkeep of the road. 

 
 

Topographic maps online: 

NZ Topo Map: www.topomap.co.nz  

NZ Topo Maps: www.nztopomaps.com  

Maps Past: www.mapspast.org.nz 

 
Nelson/Tasman Alerts: 
www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/nelson-tasman/alerts 
 
Mt Richmond Forest Park access: 
www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/marlborough/places/mount-richmond-forest-park/park-
access 
 

 

 

Club Meetings 
Committee Meeting: 7:00pm Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond 
Monday 9 December  
Monday 10 February 
Monday 9 March  
 
Trip Planning Meeting: 7:30pm Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond  
Monday 10 February 
 

 
 

Hut ticket prices 
Adult Hut Tickets: Serviced Huts $15, Standard Huts $5  
Youth Hut Tickets: Serviced Huts $7.50, Standard Huts $2.50 (11-17 years) 
12 Month Hut Pass (with your FMC card) $85 (normally $122), 6 Month Hut Pass $92  

 

Tramping Grades   
Gradings are a combination of gradient, distance and roughness of track 

Easy – up to 4 hours on a good track, easy gradient 

Easy/moderate – up to 6 hours on a good track, mostly easy gradient 

Moderate – 6 hours plus, on a rougher track, some climbing 

Moderate/hard – Up to 8 hours on rougher track, often climbing 

Hard – 8 hours plus on a rough track, often steep 

 

Club Contacts 

Secretary: Jo Ecroyd 544 7038 Email: wtc.richmond@gmail.com 
Editor: Robert Wopereis 544 0142 Email: robertw@kinect.co.nz 

 

 

http://www.topomap.co.nz/
http://www.nztopomaps.com/
http://www.mapspast.org.nz/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/nelson-tasman/alerts
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/marlborough/places/mount-richmond-forest-park/park-access
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/marlborough/places/mount-richmond-forest-park/park-access
mailto:wtc.richmond@gmail.com
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Waimea Tramping Club Programme – December 2019-March 2020 
When planning to go on any trips please contact the leader by Monday night for an overnight trip and by 
Thursday night for a day trip.  Make phone calls before 9pm please. If you are staying in a hut, remember 
your hut tickets! You, NOT THE CLUB, are responsible for your safety and well-being on trips. 

Date Trip Map Grade & Cost Contact 

Wednesday 
4 December 

CLUB NIGHT: Puangiangi Island 
by Peter Gaze 

7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

Peter Gaze will talk about his conservation work on Puangiangi Island, a small island east of D'Urville Island. 

Sunday  
8 December 

Gordons Pyramid circuit 
Kahurangi National Park 

M27   
BQ24 BP24 

Moderate/hard  
$17 

Chris 544 7038 

From Flora carpark walk up past Mt Arthur Hut then follow a poled route across Horseshoe Basin to Gordons 
Pyramid at 1489m. Go down past Clouston’s Mine and back to the carpark. A circuit taking 7-8 hours. 

14-15  
December 

Lake Alexander Hut 
Waihopai Valley, Marlborough 

O29 
BR27 

Moderate  
$39 

Robert 544 0142 
before 1pm 

From Avondale Road cross farmland then follow the Tummil River up to the hut (relocated and refurbished in 
2010) (6-bunks, $5 hut ticket) taking about 5 hours. From the hut visit a rock shelter and climb up to a saddle. 
Sunday return the same way. An interesting area, but rarely visited. Farmer’s access permission required. 

Saturday 
21 December 

Christmas BBQ 
Sherry River 

M28 
BQ24 

Easy  
$15 

Maria 541 8598 

Walk the Shedwood Bush Track on the way to Jeff’s at Sherry River for a BBQ lunch. There will be opportunity 
for another bush walk nearby. Bring a salad and/or baking to share plus your own BBQ meats and drinks. 

Sat-Sun 
4-5 January 

Wakamarina Track crossover 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28 O27  
BQ27 

Moderate  
$26 

Robert 544 0142 
before 1pm 

Walk an old goldminers' trail, staying at Fosters Hut (4 bunks, $5 hut ticket). Half start from the Wakamarina 
Road, taking about 5 hours and half start from Kiwi Road off Northbank Road, taking about 2.5 hours. May climb 
Mt Baldy from the hut. On Sunday complete the crossover. 

Saturday 
11 January 

Lake Rotoiti circuit 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 
BR24 BS24 

Moderate  
$21 

Alison 545 8399 

Allow 7 hours including lunch break and the crossing of the Travers River at the head of Lake Rotoiti. Swimming 
at Kerr Bay is always refreshing afterwards. 

Sunday 
19 January 

Red Hills Hut and plateau 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N29 
BR25 

Easy/moderate   
$21 

Esther 027 656 8228 

About 2 hours up this well situated hut at 910m. Continue for another hour to a high point (1055m) on the 
plateau for some wonderful views then return to the carpark 

Sunday 
26 January 

Pearse Resurgence 
Kahurangi National Park 

N27 M27 
BQ24 

Moderate  
$14 

Chris 544 7038 
Marian 541 0842 

An interesting 6km walk (6 hours return) to the resurgence which is the entrance to one of NZ’s deepest caves. 
Eleven river crossings will keep you cool on a hot summer day. Located 29km from Motueka. 

Sat-Mon 
1-3 February 

Hapuku - Kowhai circuit  
around Mt Fyffe, Kaikoura 

O31 
BT27 

Moderate  
$58 

Chris 544 7038 

From Grange Road to Hapuku Hut (4 hours, 6 bunks) the route is unmarked up the river bed and over some 
post-earthquake and flood debris making sturdy boots essential. Hapuku Hut to Kowhai Hut (6 hours, 6 bunks) 
going over the Kowhai Saddle (1153m). Kowhai Hut to Mt Fyffe car park (3 hours). Tents could be required. 

Wednesday 
5 February 

CLUB NIGHT: Looking back and 
looking forward 

7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

An opportunity to share up to five of your best photos from recent trips.  
Also have a say in what tramps you would like for the rest of the year. Plenty of opportunities to co-lead trips.  

Sat-Sun 
8-9 February 

Conical Hill - tenting  
Kahurangi National Park 

M28 
BR24 

Moderate/hard  
$19 

Maria 541 8598 

From the Tadmor-Glenhope Road ascend the route to the large granite rocks on the summit at 1202m on the 
Hope Range taking 3-3½ hours. Tent there overnight then return to the start. 
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Sunday  
9 February 

Penzance Bay - Elaine Bay 
Marlborough Sounds 

P26 
BP28 

Easy  
$21 

Julian 542 3147 

In Tennyson Inlet a coastal walk along Archers Track from Penzance Bay to Elaine Bay (9km taking about 3 
hours). Return via the same route. 

Fri-Sun  
14-16 Feb 

Mt Owen 
Kahurangi National Park 

M28  
BQ23 

Moderate/hard  
$25 

Di 021 144 3471 

Friday - from Courthouse Flat ascend to Granity Pass Hut ($5 hut ticket) via Blue Creek (6 hours, some steep 
sections). Saturday - climb Mt Owen (1875m) and return to the hut (7 hours, cairned route). Sunday - backtrack 
to the cars via the ridge. 

Saturday 
22 February 

Mt McRae 
St Arnaud Range 

N29  
BS25 BS24 

Moderate  
$28 

Robert 544 0142 
before 1pm 

From the Rainbow ski field follow the St Arnaud Range to Mt McRae and return. $20 road toll per car. 

Sat-Sun 
22-23 Feb 

Rainbow - St Arnaud Range 
traverse 

N29  
BS24 BR25 

Moderate  
$28 

Esther 027 656 8228 

From the Rainbow ski field continue along the ridge and camp at tarns. On Sunday descend Parachute Rocks 
track to St Arnaud. 

Saturday 
29 February 

Birds Clearing 
Abel Tasman National Park 

N26  
BP25 

Moderate  
$18 

Alison 545 8399 

Walk from Canaan Downs to Wainui Hut then continue along the attractive bush track to Birds Clearing with a 
wonderful view out over Golden Bay. Return the same way allowing 7 - 8 hours including lunch.   

Wednesday  
4 March 

CLUB NIGHT:  
Navigation Skills 

7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

What the map can tell us. Bring Nelson topo map (BQ26) or electronic map if possible. 

Sunday 
8 March 

Champion Mine 
Bryant Range 

O27 
BQ26 

Moderate  
$4 

Colin 547 7511 
Julian 542 3147 

From Roding carpark, follow 4WD track to Champion Smelter site. Ascend United Creek to United Mine then 
climb to ridge for lunch. Descend to Champion Mine and return via tramway. Special focus on developing terrain 
awareness skills with Pete. River crossings and steep sections. Lots of local history and geology. Up to 8 hours. 

Sunday 
15 March 

Captain Creek Hut 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28  
BQ27 

Moderate  
$20 

Julian 542 3147 

From the end of the Pelorus Road walk to the beautiful Emerald Pool then a steady climb and descent to 
Captain Creek Hut. Return via the same way.  About 6-7 hours return. 

Fri-Sun 
20-22 March 

Lockett Range traverse 
Kahurangi National Park 

M27 M26 
BP24 BP23 

Hard & fast  
$27 

Pete 021 798 106 

Drive to Sylvester carpark on Friday afternoon and walk to Sylvester Hut (1.5 hours). Get an early start on 
Saturday and walk across the tops of the Lockett Range to Fenella Hut (10+ hours). Sunday walk out to Trilobite 
with the easier group (4 hours) and get dropped back to the cars. Tents must be carried. $15 hut ticket each hut. 

Sat-Sun 
21-22 March 

Fenella Hut 
Kahurangi National Park 

M27 M26 
BP24 BP23 

Easy/moderate  
$31 

Di 021 144 3471 

From Trilobite Hut, walk a gentle track to Fenella Hut ($15 hut ticket) passing the historic Chaffey Hut and Tent 
Camp (4-5 hours). Option for side trips to Lake Cobb or Round Lake en route (additional 1-2 hours) or a swim at 
the tarn behind Fenella. On Sunday walk back out to Trilobite. 

Saturday 
28 March 

Mt Robert circuit 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 
BR24 BS24 

Easy/moderate  
$24 

Alison 545 8399 

A loop trip taking about 5 hours in total, to and from Mt Robert carpark via Pinchgut and Paddy’s tracks including 
stopping at Bushline Hut for lunch. 

Sunday 
29 March 

Mt Royal 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28 
BQ27 

Hard  
$34 

Robert 544 0142 by 1pm 
David 021 201 5682 

Saturday night camp at Onamalutu Reserve. Sunday go from Bartletts Creek Road and follow Quartz Creek 
then climb steeply in places to the 1365m summit. About 8 hours return. 

 


