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Editor’s Report 
As trip reports show there have been no recent club trips that have been cancelled due to the weather, 

despite the often unreliable spring conditions. Credit must go to trip leaders who have arranged a plan B 

where necessary, good for those still keen to get out tramping. 

 

Upcoming trips between January and March consist of eleven day trips and six weekend or long weekend 

trips. Destinations include the Richmond Range - seven trips, Kahurangi - four trips, Nelson Lakes - three 

trips, Abel Tasman - one trip, along with two trips in Victoria Forest Park. 

 

As a result of increased fuel prices, transport charges on club trips have increased from 11c/km to 12c/km, 

with unsealed roads double the charge. The last price increase was in 2008. 

Keep on tramping.              Robert Wopereis 

 

Top Shot 

 
Mt Hope, Kahurangi National Park   Photo: Esther and Eric 

Club Nights  
Wednesday 5 December: Uganda 

Fellow tramper, Joy Bryant will give a presentation on her recent travels in Uganda. 

 

Wednesday 30 January: Gadget information 

Share your ideas on new technology for tramping such as apps used for tracking, maps and GPS. 

 

Wednesday 6 March: National Outdoor Leadership School  

Our guest is from the National Outdoor Leadership School, based in the Aniseed Valley near Nelson. 

http://www.waimeatrampingclub.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub
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Hut and Track News 

Kahurangi National Park 

The Cobb Valley Road is expected to be reopened by Christmas with work still being done replacing washed 

out culverts. The road was closed after being badly damaged as a result of heavy rain during Cyclone Gita in 

February. 

 

Helicopter Flat Hut on the Wangapeka Track is to be upgraded by a group headed by Bill Barnett with funding 

from the Backcountry Trust. The hut will be fully repainted, benches replaced, a new window installed, and 

piles replaced.  

 

The removal of the gas cookers at Salisbury Lodge and Balloon Hut is being proposed by DOC because of 

the high costs, mostly helicopter flying and gas certification expenses. Of the 96 serviced huts in NZ, only 17 

have gas supplied. If a serviced hut has more than 3,000 bed nights per year, then gas can be supplied. 

Neither hut meets this criteria with Salisbury Lodge having 1,500-1,800 bed nights per year and Balloon Hut 

700-900 bed nights per year. 

 

The Matiri West Bank Road leading to the Lake Matiri Track is about to upgraded as part of preparations for 

the Matiri hydro-electric power scheme. The last four kilometres of the 4WD road will be widened and 

realigned, with four fords being replaced by culverts, improving access for construction machinery and which 

will then give the public 2WD access up to the Matiri River West Branch. During the three-month project, 

walking access will remain open to Kahurangi National Park. 

 

Nelson Lakes National Park 

A bivvy has been helicoptered in for use as wardens’ quarters at Blue Lake Hut with an adjacent deck 

installed. Blue Lake will be staffed by a warden permanently over the summer to help improve visitor 

behaviour at the lake. In addition an area for camping has been created near the hut. 

The proposed construction of a cooking shelter at Blue Lake has been cancelled after a survey of campers 

found they preferred to use the hut’s facilities. 

 

Bobs Hut and the East Matakitaki Hut in the Matakitaki Valley are to be revamped this summer by Rob Brown 

and Nelson Tramping Club, with funding from the Backcountry Trust.  

Bobs Hut was built in 1958 and was one of the very first six bunk SF70 huts built by the Forest Service and 

was extended to eight bunks in 1987. The East Matakitaki Hut was built in 1960-61 and remains in near 

original condition and is now managed as a historic building. 

 

The three-wire bridges in the Matakitaki Valley have been restrung and are now five-wire bridges, with an 

extra wire on each side of the bridge. 

 

The supply of long lengths of slab firewood instead of pre-cut firewood to huts in Nelson Lakes has resulted in 

major cost savings. Two years ago the cost was $65,000, but last year the cost was only $20,000. 

 

Future work planned for Nelson Lakes this season include:  

Lees Creek Hut - repainting and minor repairs. 

Mt Misery Bivvy - a new roof, new ceiling, and a full repaint. 

Lakehead Hut - a refit of the interior, a second sink, and a complete repaint. 

Hut deep cleaning as a result of gastro and norovirus outbreaks in 2016 and 2017 with increased funding to 

maintain the cleanliness of huts on the Te Araroa Trail. 

 

Mt Richmond Forest Park 

The six bunk Beebys Hut has undergone renovations recently after DOC Nelson Lakes received a donation of 

$3,000. The work involved the installation of new bunks and a new water tank. 

 

The Dun Mountain Trail is impassable between Four Corners (Cummins Spur) and Third House because of 

slips. An alternative route follows the fence line of the Brook Waimarama Sanctuary. Remedial work on the 

slips should be completed by January or February. 

 



3 
 

More than $145,000 of government funding is going towards the upkeep of the Dun Mountain Trail, one of 

New Zealand’s Great Rides. The majority will be used to upgrade the section of trail between Coppermine 

Saddle and Smiths Ford in the Maitai Valley. The remainder is for repairing the slip between Four Corners and 

Third House. 

 

The Old Ghost Road  

The Ghost Lake Hut on the Lyell Range 

has been extended from twelve bunks to 

18 bunks during September. The 

renovation was driven by the need for 

more communal space for users but did 

not increase the footprint of the hut. The 

old deck was closed in and a new deck 

was re-orientated to the eastern side of 

the hut. 

 

Additionally a new day shelter, named 

Top Camp Shelter, has been constructed 

during April, situated on the saddle 

between Bald Hill and Mt Montgomery. 

 

Over 11,000 people cycled or tramped the Old Ghost Road in 2017, when 5,000 was planned for originally. 

About two-thirds of people are biking and one-third tramping, with the majority of users New Zealanders, many 

of them repeat visitors. Internationals make up only 13-14% of users, the bulk of them being from Australia. 

 

Rainbow Ski Area summer open days 

The Rainbow ski area is opening its gates for public access during the summer with a road toll of $15 per 

vehicle per day. The ski area carpark is at an elevation of 1,540m and the ridgeline at 1,760m.  

The open days are from 8am to 5pm, in ten day blocks from a Friday to a Sunday: 

30 November - 9 December, 11 - 20 January, 22 February - 3 March, 29 March - 7 April, 3 - 12 May.  

For information email: info@skirainbow.co.nz  

Check for any changes to opening times at: www.facebook.com/skirainbow 

 

Tapuae-o-Uenuku 

Marlborough Tramping Club has introduced a Hodder Huts Access Application. From November 2018 all 

trampers intending to visit the Hodder Huts on the route to Tapuae-o-Uenuku are required to obtain a hut 

access number by email, then the landowners’ permission by phone. This does not book a bunk in the hut, but 

enables the club to keep in contact with those who use the huts. The Hodder Huts comprise the six bunk 

Tararua Hut and the twelve bunk Murray Adrian Hut, a seven hour tramp from the Awatere Valley Road.  

Hut fees are $10 per person per night, which can be paid online to the club. 

For details visit: www.freewebs.com/marlboroughtrampingclub 

 

Paparoa Track new opening date  

DOC has announced the Paparoa Track will now open in September 2019, rather than next April.  

The date change is to align the opening with the other alpine Great Walks and the start of the summer walking 

season. The Paparoa Track will be New Zealand’s tenth Great Walk, and the first Great Walk designed to be 

used by both mountain bikers and walkers. At 55 kilometres long, it traverses the Paparoa Range between 

Blackball and Punakaiki. 

 

Sources: DOC Presentation to Waimea Tramping Club, www.doc.govt.nz, www.skirainbow.co.nz, 

www.pioneerenergy.co.nz, info@oldghostroad.org.nz, www.wildernessmag.co.nz 

 

 

Topographic maps online 

NZ Topo Map: www.topomap.co.nz  

NZ Topo Maps: www.nztopomaps.com  

Maps Past: www.mapspast.org.nz 

 

The Old Ghost Road new day shelter  Photo: Robert 

mailto:info@skirainbow.co.nz
http://www.facebook.com/skirainbow
http://www.freewebs.com/marlboroughtrampingclub
http://www.doc.govt.nz/
http://www.skirainbow.co.nz/
http://www.pioneerenergy.co.nz/
mailto:info@oldghostroad.org.nz
http://www.wildernessmag.co.nz/
http://www.topomap.co.nz/
http://www.nztopomaps.com/
http://www.mapspast.org.nz/
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Busy Bushline 
Bushline Hut day trip – Saturday 25 August 2018 

We left Richmond at 8am on a fine and sunny Saturday morning and 

arrived at the Paddy’s track carpark. We made our way up Paddy’s 

Track. One of our group was finding it a struggle so two went back to the 

car park and eventually caught up with us. There were glorious views of 

the lake on the way up. Scattered on the track were huge bags of gravel, 

obviously dropped by a skilful helicopter pilot. It looks as if the track will 

be gravelled when the weather allows. 

  

We passed several trampers, runners and walkers, and arrived at 

Bushline Hut just before midday. After lunch we tramped through the 

snow up Robert Ridge. We had the opportunity to try some snow shoes. 

We passed even more people, including a couple who had just become 

engaged and a group of Taiwanese who were having a great deal of joy 

constructing a snow man. From the top we descended the Pinchgut 

(pinch toe on the way down) and arrived back at the car park close to 

3pm. 

Participants were: Julian, Robyn, Maria, Lesley J, Julie, Odette and 

newcomers Grant and Lynne.         Julian 

 
Bushline at its best  
Bushline Hut weekend trip – 25-26 August 2018 

Chris, Jo and Joy set off from Richmond soon after 8am and arrived at the lower Mt Robert carpark just as the 

day trippers were about to leave. Having loaded up our overnight packs complete with snow shoes, we set off 

up the Paddy’s Track where we caught up with the others at their morning tea stop. The walk up Paddy’s was 

very pleasant in the sunshine with little wind and despite stopping a few times we were at the hut well before 

12pm. Bushline Hut was deserted so we claimed our bunks and joined the others for a stroll across the snow 

towards Mt Robert. While snow shoes were not required as the snow was compacted along the track they 

certainly made it easier, especially for going off track. We left the day party and carried along towards 

Prospect Ridge, stopping to try a bit of sliding down the snow covered slopes. However the snow was too soft 

to get any speed, and with threatening clouds we made our way back to the hut. 

  

 
The group on Mt Robert  Photo: Chris & Jo 

Others dribbled into the hut all afternoon until the hut was full with 15 people occupying the 14 bunks, 

including three 12 year old girls whose parents were staying in the nearby Kea Hut. We enjoyed talking to a 

young German couple and two Aucklanders who had flown down to Nelson for the weekend. One of the 

young girls showed her fire lighting skills and got a good fire going to warm the hut for the evening. Next 

morning it was certainly well worth getting out of the hut to enjoy a beautiful sunrise over a misty lake. The day 

was just perfect and the walk in the snow, off track, along the ridge top, was a trip to be savoured with many 

photos taken. After lunch we reluctantly headed down to our car. It was a great weekend.  

View photos of trips at: 

facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub 
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We found it surprising that so few club members seemed to think it worthwhile doing this as an overnight trip, 

when others were prepared to fly down from Auckland! The great views of the snow-covered mountains 

around Lake Rotoiti make this a truly special place with easy access.  

           Chris and Jo 

 

A special setting 
Speargrass Hut – Sunday 2 September 2018 

Mt Robert carpark was the starting point for our tramp to Speargrass Hut and return the same way. 

Regardless of the wet weather, eleven trampers set off at 9am for the hut. Rooty would best describe the 

majority of the trail and the Speargrass Creek needed to be forded due to a section of the track being 

destroyed by a significant slip which has also wiped out the alternative flood route.  

 

The hut was reached at 12.45 and lunch was enjoyed sitting on the hut’s covered deck. There were some 

other trampers already in the hut having their lunch and didn’t seem all that warm of having a bunch of wet 

trampers from Waimea Tramping Club 

compromising their peace and quiet 

(don’t blame them). The hut is set in a 

nice clearing with grass and tussock 

and gives good views of the 

surrounding higher mountains, which 

had quite a bit of snow on them. 

 

The walk back to Mt Robert carpark 

was achieved in three hours. Despite 

the steady rain our spirits weren’t 

dampened and our day outing was an 

enjoyable one. Plus, it also gave the 

opportunity to test the wet weather 

gear.  

The trampers were: Eric, Esther, 

Maria, Rob, Julian, Peter, Donell, 

Robyn, Vanessa, Diane and Alex. 

                                    Eric and Esther 
 

Bluebird day, crisp snow, excellent instruction 
Snow day at Rainbow ski field – Saturday 8 September 2018 

After intros, briefing and gear check, we were crunching over the snow by 9.20am. Pete re-introduced us to 

making steps and using ice axes as we traversed to a frozen tarn. On the slopes we practiced self-arrests with 

and without ice axes. After lunch and cramponing practice we climbed the north ridge to discover glorious 

views of Lake Rotoiti and the St Arnaud Range.  

From the top of Mt McRae (1878m) most descended to the south; others to the north to enjoy bum-sliding 

down to the car park. By 3.30pm we were on our way home after a magic day. Special thanks to Pete for his 

excellent instruction. 

Participants: Colin (leader/scribe) Chris, Christine, Di, Eric, Esther, Joy, Marie, Pete (instructor), Astrid and 

Kathy (visitors). 

 

Beauty and bounty  
Boulder Bank – Saturday 15 September 2018 

“The walk to the Boulder Bank Lighthouse is a walk that everyone should do”, the locals told me when I first 

arrived in Nelson. Before adding knowingly, “but you’ll only do it once.” Never one to turn down a challenge 

like that, I felt compelled to do it twice this year, the second time with a band of twelve Waimea TC hikers on a 

glorious spring day.  

 

Because it’s an awesome walk!  And here’s why... 

 

There was the changing view on the sheltered city-side as the tide eased out and crept back in. There was 

plenty happening in the lagoon and port, with large ships, small boats, kayakers and paddle-boarders. There 

Arriving at Speargrass Hut 
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was a log-carrier inching through the Cut towards the port, seeming to lazily roll along the top of the boulders. 

Meanwhile on the seaward-side, the waves consistently rolled in, back-dropped magnificently by the snow-

capped western ranges, and with one solitary seal to be seen frolicking in the surf. 

 

There were shags. Lots of shags. Shags literally smothering the famous Shag Tree, and plenty of action 

brewing in their many nests. There were Royal Spoonbills, not one or two, but a majestic posse of eight 

beautiful specimens. And there were of course the usual busybody noisy oystercatchers running crazily 

around, and gulls zooming through the skies, plus a few delicate dotterels to round out the avian action for the 

Birders. 

 

There were the colourful old baches to fossick around the outside of, all in various stages of rustic repair and 

disrepair. Some lovingly restored, and some slowly succumbing to the relentless march of time. Some 

dripping in beach memorabilia, and some austere in their simplicity. But all of them in the most superb 

beachfront location, and all of them a slice of Kiwiana at its iconic best. 

 

And of course there was the lighthouse, standing proudly in its small meadow of oxalis, wild freesias and 

irises. We opportunely reached it at about midday, so had a leisurely lunch in its long shadow before our 

return journey. We had a key, so could climb to the top, crawl through the low hobbit door, and walk around 

the lamp-turret for spectacular 360° views.  

 

Finally, there does need to be 

acknowledgment of the boulders. Yes, 

there were lots of them. Lots and lots! 

Bigger boulders at the Glen end, 

gradually reducing to smaller rubble 

towards the Cut. And there was 

rubbish. Lots of rubbish. Rubbish 

washed and blown over from town, 

ranging from small parking tickets to 

large alien-like metal drums. We easily 

collected about 20 bags of this 

noisome jetsam - thanks Team WTC. 

Back at the cars, we had a debrief. So 

what did you think of it? I asked the 

crew. Their unanimous reply:  “It may 

have been an easy walk, but it was 

mighty hard on the feet”. 

We were: Diane (leader and scribe), 

Marian, Julian, Odette, Robyn, 

Vanessa, Andrew, Eric, Joy, Kaye, Bill 

and Julie. 

Idyllic beaches 
Holyoake - Anchorage circuit – Sunday 23 September 2018 

A big group of twelve trampers participated on this trip in Abel Tasman. The new enlarged carpark at Marahau 

was still a work in progress and the new shelter has been somewhat controversial with its ‘bus-stop’ shape. 

Very quick progress was made along the Coast Track amongst the lush seaside bush until we reached the 

junction with the Inland Track just past Tinline Bay. The track headed uphill at a steady gradient, and with no 

rain for three weeks beforehand, the underfoot conditions were good, as this clay based track easily becomes 

very slippery. It was deceiving how much climbing we had to do, but we soon reached a viewpoint down to the 

coast. 

 

At the junction with the link back to the coast, the party split, with six keen to head along to Holyoake Clearing 

Shelter and the others continued down the link track. We soon reached the shelter but were disappointed that 

low cloud gave no view at all. After a short rest we returned and descended the link track, meeting up with the 

others who had stopped for lunch, waiting for us at a place with good views. When we all re-joined the Coast 

Track it had taken one hour and 20 minutes descending from the Inland Track. This section of countryside is 

dominated by the ugly invasive hakea which has worsened over recent years, hopefully one day to be 

replaced by native species. In contrast with the cloudy interior of the park, the coastal section was sunny and 

On the Boulder Bank  Photo: Diane 
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the idyllic sandy beaches were sparkling. The return along the coastal section was a steady slog past several 

bays but two of the group preferred to walk the last part on the beach. This completed a nice day in the park 

taking just over eight hours in total and a distance of 23 kilometres.  

The group was Robert, Anne, Marian, Marie, Colin, Lesley J, Julie, Lesley G, Robyn, Chris, Jo, and newcomer 

Kaye.                    Robert 

 

Enjoyable tramping 
Awapoto Hut crossover – 29-30 September 2018 

All nine trampers meet at Joy’s lifestyle block in Tasman. We departed about 8am and our group headed to 

Pigeon Saddle. A quick warmup walk into Wainui Falls for about 40 minutes started the day perfectly as we 

ended up just after noon at the preferred lunch spot overlooking Wainui Bay at high tide. We passed a couple 

coming out who informed us we would be staying in the hut with two goat hunters. 

 

The climb to the hut was steady and just before 2pm we arrived at the hut 2 hours 50 minutes after leaving 

Pigeon Saddle. With nothing much to do after a cuppa the ladies amused themselves while Rob on a mission 

started filling the woodshed, splitting rounds that had been left for many years behind the hut. Good heart 

timber was recovered for firewood. The downhill group knowing Rob need time to do this, ambled in between 

4pm and 4:30pm. The goat hunters arrived with their dogs (very tired and well behaved) about 5pm, and while 

we had normal tramping tucker, the goat hunters had chops with roast vegetables. 

  

Morning brought a new day with reasonable 

weather and instant action as the goat 

hunters’ multi-fuel burner started leaking, so 

they had to rush it outside but no one was 

hurt. The uphill group departed first having 

the longer day. About 30 minutes up the 

track a clematis required a photo then the 

goat hunter arrived with Ruby the dog who 

posed in front of a couple of us under the 

clematis. We got into a steady pace with one 

break for water then morning tea about ten 

minutes before the track down to Wainui 

Hut. So down we went hoping to see a whio, 

as they were recently released, but no luck.  

 

So up to the saddle and down to Canaan, 

four hours and 45 minutes from Awapoto. On 

our way out we thought we might get to meet the downhillers at the Woolshed Café, alas they were at Pohara 

soaking up sand and sun. We got back to Joy’s place and a cuppa with Bill – Joy’s husband, waiting for the 

downhillers. It was enjoyable tramping as the group were all about the same ability, which flowed well. 

The group from Pigeon Saddle included Marie, Marian, Pippa and Rob. 

The group coming in from Canaan were Maria, Alison, Julian, Julie and Joy. 

        Rob and Maria 

 
Mt Rintoul traverse – 3-7 October Cancelled (logging in Wairoa Valley) 
 

Unique countryside 
Dun Mountain – Sunday 6 October 2018 

A bunch of eight trampers departed from the Maitai Dam carpark on a fine spring day. We set a steady pace 

along the well-used Dun Mountain Trail up the South Branch Maitai Valley towards Dun Saddle. The track left 

the pleasant forested banks of the river and climbed up the completely different terrain of the harsh mineral 

belt. Underfoot conditions were often more stony, dominated by rich red-brown coloured rocks. This section 

that has been reconstructed for the bikers, makes for a good gradient and smoother surface, easier than the 

older track. Higher up at a track junction we turned left from the Dun Mountain Trail onto the track up to Dun 

Saddle. The word ‘track’ was a misnomer as our route seemed more like a dry riverbed to start with. But 

things improved further along and we soon arrived at Dun Saddle. This was our original planned destination, 

but because of the excellent calm sunny weather, a suggestion was made to carry on up to Dun Mountain.  

 

Clematis near Awapoto Hut 
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Six of us set off steeply at first then we 

soon reached the easy summit 

ridgeline. Not far along we came upon 

the Dun Shelter, freshly painted, but 

only with seating and a table. Here we 

paused for our lunch before continuing 

ten more minutes to the summit at 

1129m. This had taken four hours 

altogether and a climb of 1000m.  

 

We took in the all-encompassing 

views, consisting of Tasman Bay in the 

west and around to the many peaks of 

the Richmond Range in the east. The 

strange rock outcrops – so unusually 

coloured – make this a unique tramp in 

the Nelson area. We returned the same way, reuniting with the two waiting trampers at Dun Saddle. We all 

made good time back to the start for a return trip of eight hours.  

The bunch was Robert, Joy, Marian, Lesley G, Lesley J, Anna, Robyn and Christine.  

        Robert  

 

Further than you think 
Gordons Knob – Sunday 14 October 2018 

This tramp should be done once a year. It’s a classic and with easy access, like Parachute Rocks or Wooded 

Peak. There were nine participants on a nice day, but one where you put layers on, then take off. The start is 

from Inwood Lookout off Wai-iti Road, which looks like half a lighthouse and is not manned now. So we 

headed along the Gordons route which was mostly open and pleasant and after 50 minutes the group climbed 

up some rocks and scree, with decent views at the top. A photo stop and a morning tea stop too, with just a 

slight wind but the sun shining. The party carried on and after about 20 minutes we branched to the right 

where there are cairns placed to show the way, but it can be tricky to find them. We were in and out of the 

bush again several times and down on our left was the start of the Motueka River. We could see our 

destination but it’s further than it looks.  

 

Finally out of the bush to start the climb 

up the ridge, with good footing on the 

tussock, the group was spread out a 

little, but we were all in sight. Once at the 

top of the ridge we sidled left and just 

keep going to the trig at 1592 metres. It 

was reached by lunchtime and most of 

us had cameras out as there were views 

of the Arthur Range, Mt Owen, Ben 

Nevis and the Red Hills, and there was 

some ice on the top here too. A leisurely 

lunch in the sun and we were joined by a 

young couple with their friendly dog. 

Heading back down, the clouds came in, 

then it was sunny, jackets on and off.  

At times we had to be cautious going 

down, taking small steps. I was glad I 

had the sunblock on, as the sun was in 

our faces most of the way back. We finished in 6¼ hours. A strong group and a thank you to Rob and Maria 

for backup on this trip. Some of us went back to Rob and Maria’s afterward for tea and biscuits. 

Those out today: David (leader and scribe), Rob, Maria, Colin, Joy, Marian, Alison (visitor), Marie and 

Christine. 

 

 

The group at Dun Mountain summit  Photo: Robert 

Descending Gordons Knob 
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Enjoyable but tiring 
Old Man Hut circuit – Labour Weekend - 20-22 October 2018 

Eight of us set off from Richmond in two vehicles at 8am on Saturday morning and drove for just over three 

hours to reach the Lake Chalice carpark. This did include a stop to enjoy the short walk to Enchanted Lookout. 

With the dry conditions it was a very dusty drive for 22km along Staircase Road. From the carpark it took us 

40 minutes to walk down the wide track, through thickets of wilding conifers to Lake Chalice Hut. The hut was 

only occupied by two others, so four of us were able to stay in the hut while the others camped. Saturday 

afternoon was spent walking around the lake, an easy, pleasant walk, with most of the track well above the 

lake edge. As we returned to the eastern end of the lake we were surprised to be greeted by the sound of loud 

music booming across the lake. Fortunately these three young trampers chose to camp out rather than 

squeeze into the hut.  

 

We set out early on Sunday morning, 

preferring to walk around the lake edge at 

first to enjoy the reflections, rather than 

keep to the track. The lake was mirror-

calm. The track climbs rapidly once you 

leave then lake and then settles into a 

steady gradient. Since it wasn’t far off the 

track we climbed to the top of an 

unnamed peak (1522m) and enjoyed 

great views in all directions. It was a bit 

hard to drop down from this high point 

only to have to climb 300m again to reach 

Old Man (1514m). To give us a break we 

had a lunch stop in the shade along the 

ridge.  

 

From Old Man the track joins the Te Araroa Trail, but perhaps it was too early in the season as there was no 

one in sight. The trail carries along the ridge crest providing views south to snow covered Tapuae-o-Uenuku 

and west to Mt Arthur. Although parts of the ridge look narrow and rocky in places, most of it can be easily 

traversed with little rock scrambling. After a 2km walk along the crest we reached the turnoff to Old Man Hut 

and were able to head downhill. The hut was reached mid-afternoon, in time for some relaxation and a wash. 

Only one other person was staying in the hut so only half of our party needed to camp in the very pleasant 

clearing around the hut. Rob insisted on cutting the usual stack of firewood and later we enjoyed another 

game of dice. 

 

On Monday morning we were away again 

around 7.30am, heading steeply downhill, 

except for two of our party who chose to 

walk out via Slaty Hut to Starveall and 

eventually come out via the Hacket a day 

later. In the unusually warm conditions 

two of our party decided to cool down by 

soaking their shirts in a cool stream. It 

seemed a long slog out to Lake Chalice 

Hut with a number of windfalls over the 

track slowing us down. We were certainly 

not matching the DOC track time of seven 

hours and reached the hut around 3pm 

with another hour to reach the carpark. 

With perfect, warm weather this was 

certainly an enjoyable, but tiring tramp.  

Those on the trip were: Rob, Maria, Marie, 

Chris, Jo, Joy, Eric and Esther.   

                                              Chris 

 
 

Reflections on Lake Chalice  Photo: Chris 

        Heading west along the ridge towards Mt Rintoul     Photo: Chris 
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Rock formations at their best 

Mt Hope – Sunday 28 October 2018 

Sunday morning, an early 7:30am start at 

Richmond Badminton Hall and a promising 

looking day, after heavy rain on Saturday. 

After an hour’s drive we parked at the 

small grassy area next to the Boulder 

Creek on SH6, 4km south of the Moonlight 

Road intersection and 3km north of the 

Kawatiri Junction, and ten trampers were 

ready to go.  

The track is unmapped and unmaintained, 

although individuals have put up markers 

every now and then. Good navigation skills 

and local knowledge are still 

recommended. Maria added more markers 

on the way up, while Rob used his 

secateurs to do some trimming. 

 

After a short warm-up along the embankment of the creek, the track climbed steeply through beech forest. 

About halfway up the climb we came, surprisingly early, out of the bush. We were able to see the Hope Range 

with tussock and granite rocks in interesting shapes that reminded us of Easter Island, with expansive views 

towards Mount Owen and behind us to the Richmond Range and the St Arnaud Range. It was a further hour’s 

climb to our lunch stop at the highest peak (1264m), just north of Mount Hope (1244m), where the rock 

formations are at their best. There were no track markers anymore, and with trial and error we found 

clearances through the low scrub and trees. High clouds starting rolling in, but didn’t disturb our views. At 

lunchtime most of us climbed the balancing rocks, a real landmark in this beautiful landscape.  

 

Thanks to Maria we found our track back downhill, in the meantime looking out for Julian’s walking pole he 

had lost on the previous tramp! No luck, Julian…. The steep section through the bush was also a bit tough on 

the way down, but we were back at the cars by 4pm without any problems.  

 

Total trip time: 7½ hours (3½ hours up, 1 hour lunch, 3 hours down). Total elevation gain: 850m. Those on the 

trip: Maria (leader), Esther (co-leader), Eric, Rob, Jo, Chris, Marian, Robyn, Grant and newcomer Daniel. 

                                                         Esther 

 

A new trip with great views 
Wakaretu Bay & Mt Oliver  

3-4 November 2018 

Saturday morning was murky and damp as 

the remaining two cars turned up at 

Wakaretu Bay to join those who had arrived 

late on Friday night, swelling our numbers to 

nine. Late morning, after everyone was 

settled in, we walked along the road to the 

next creek toward Kaiuma Bay. Here we 

entered the wet bush and followed up a trail 

to the head of the creek where we sat 

amongst the roots of a huge matai tree to 

refuel ourselves.  

 

From here the trail leads up over some 

bluffs and then out onto the dirt road leading 

to a cell phone tower visible from the bach. 

Now we were exposed to the strong northerlies so rather than going to the cell phone tower we headed back 

the other way along the road, leaving it at the bush edge, to follow the trail down a ridge back to the bach. This 

was about a three hour circuit. Later in the afternoon we again donned on our parkas and did the one hour 

Beside the landmark Mt Hope rocks  Photo: Esther 

At the Mt Oliver summit trig  
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circuit around the peninsula and along the foothills of the bay. The evening was relaxing and we were cosy 

inside watching the drizzle outside.  

 

Sunday dawned a fine day. Our goal of the weekend was to get up Mt Oliver, behind Anakiwa. After breakfast 

we drove to Linkwater and along towards Kenepuru Sound. Just before the second forestry road on the right 

we pulled up on the outside of a wide curve in the road. From here we walked about 45 minutes up and along 

the forestry road. Then we clambered up the bank, near a gully, and entered the beech forest. The trail took 

us up a spur and onto a ridge, which we then followed northwards, to pop out of the bush on Mt Oliver. From 

here there are great views out to Pelorus Sound on one side and Queen Charlotte Sound on the other. A 

perfect spot for an early and long lunch break.  

 

Eventually we descended, by the same route and returned to the bach for refreshments and then it was time 

to pack and clean up. The Mt Oliver tramp was about 4½ hours in total. Many thanks to Jeff for the use of his 

bach and for introducing us to Mt Oliver. 

Those members participating were Rob, Maria, Jeff, Jill, Bob, Eric, Esther, Alison and Andrew. Kyra, a visitor 

from America, joined us on the Mt Oliver trip.                 Maria 

 
 

Satisfying summit 
Mt Starveall – Sunday 11 November 2018 

This trip really started with the paperwork 

to get the key and entry permit for the 

forestry roads from Action Forest 

Management in Richmond. We were 

required to email evidence of all three cars 

having WoF, current registration and 

insurance with minimum cover of $10 

million liability. Not so bad when you know 

exactly what is required but it was not 

clear whether we would get the permit or 

not until the Friday. If this trip is run again 

then it would be best if everyone booked in 

by the Monday prior, to give time for these 

details to be gathered. You can’t work out 

how many cars you need until you know 

final numbers attending. 

 

We drove up Lee Valley Road and over the Lee River bridge taking the first right onto Mead Road, through the 

locked gate, then Long Gully Road, Bush Road and finally Serpentine Road. We parked in a large skid site 

and could have driven another 500m but some of the passengers were against the idea. The road was in 

reasonable condition and suitable for vehicles with good clearance. A few rocks needed to be moved. 

 

From the carpark we headed along the 

road to join up with the track coming up 

from Lucy Creek. It is a relatively easy 

walk to the hut where we had a slightly 

late morning tea. One of the party decided 

to stay at the hut while the others headed 

up the ridge to Mt Starveall. The botanist 

amongst us was delighted to find a minute 

fern (adders tongue) and a very small 

native forget-me not in the browsed turf 

around the hut. The weather was cool with 

a bit of low cloud obscuring the view at 

times. Our group made it up to the top and 

had lunch in the shelter of a rock pile at 

the summit. It was disappointing to see a 

mob of eight goats browsing further along 

The classic Starveall Hut  Photo: Diane 

Mt Starveall summit  Photo: Diane 
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on the tussock tops. The Richmond Range seems to have high numbers of goats at present. It was rather cold 

going back down, with most of the party donning parkas as wind protection. On the walk back down to the hut 

we met a lone tramper from South Africa doing the Te Araroa south-bound. We took a steep short cut back to 

the cars arriving there soon after 3pm.  

Those on this trip were: Chris, Jo, Lesley, David, Geoff, Robert, Colin, Pete, Di, Marian and Robyn. 

          Chris 

Hidden trails  
Mt Evans – Saturday 17 November 2018 

Three carloads parked up on the roadside 

5.2km along the Canaan Road, 300m past 

Canaan Saddle. The start of the track is 

rather obscure, but is marked with a tin lid 

nailed to a small tree on the roadside, 20m 

back up from culvert signpost 34. The track 

is unmaintained but mostly well marked with 

orange tin lids. The first section of the track 

descends for 15 minutes and is often mossy 

ground with small tree roots. After crossing 

two small creeks, the going is very pleasant, 

passing a signposted side track to Trig K, 

then gradually climbing to a high point with 

three table-sized rock outcrops. Then it was 

a steady descent, emerging from the bush 

onto grassland overlooking Canaan Downs. 

 

 

We then ascended beside a fence line for 

about 15 minutes and turned back into the 

bush, marked by two orange triangle 

markers on the fence. We descended a short 

distance then turned sharp left and sidled 

across to a broad saddle, then climbed about 

100m to the main ridgeline. It was undulating 

terrain for about 45 minutes before arriving at 

the 20m high rock summit outcrops of Mt 

Evans, poking up out of the bush. This had 

taken us three hours altogether. It was a 

cloudy day, so it was disappointing that there 

was no view at all.  

 

We enjoyed our lunch beside the rocks, sheltering from the wind, then returned the same way. The track is 

mostly well worn and has only light or moderate regrowth in places but does need some experience to follow.  

 

A good day out amongst pleasant bush on one of Nelson’s hidden trails.  

The group was Robert, Robyn, Grant, Joy, Geoff and newcomers Grant, David and Elisabeth. 

        Robert 

 

Social Event: The Country Players – Friday 30 November 2018 

On Friday evening 30 November, 17 members and friends came to the Wakefield Community Hall for a 

shared meal (a pot-luck picnic) and a show, put on by Wakefield Country Players. The show was a play about 

Nell Gwynn who was one of the first female actress’s to appear on the English stage. This was around 1664.  

 

The play was lively and comical with one of our members acting in it. A superbly performed play, thoroughly 

enjoyed by all. We did marvel at the great acting, had lots of laughs and wondered how the actors could 

remember their often long and complex lines. A great fun night.               Maria 

 
 

 

Mt Evans summit  Photo: Robert 

Ascending Mt Evans  Photo: Robert 
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Good tramping weather 
Kings Creek Hut – Sunday 2 December 2018 

From Rolling River in light misty drizzle at 9:15am we started out on a soggy track which the long grass had 

recently been cut, which made the journey so much easier. Good time was made to the morning tea break, 

just past the gate at 10:30, when the weather cleared. We then continued to the large slip where the group 

split with two returning to the cars and the rest continuing onto Kings Creek Hut and lunch about 1pm. Here, 

three of the group went onto look at Cecil Kings Hut. The return trip started at 1:30, finishing in warm muggy 

sunshine at 4:30, back at the Rolling River carpark. 

  

Although the day had some drizzle and 

light rain, it was good for tramping. Many 

blue duck were sighted on the river and 

weka were often seen on the track. 

Birdsong was enjoyed, indicating that the 

trapping program was working. Four goats 

were spotted and would have easily been 

shot. The rivers were rising and by the time 

we returned to the Dart River, the water 

level had gone up about 100 mm but not 

enough to cause concern driving through. 

Tapawera 4 Square has good real fruit ice 

creams and a big size too, and several of 

us enjoyed these. To end, our rather dirty 

cars were washed down thanks to Grant H 

taking us to a good car wash. 

 

The group included Maria, Di, Marian, Ken, Lesley J, Julie, Robyn, Kath, Grant D, Grant H, Alison and Rob. 

          Maria 

 
 
Club Meetings 
Committee Meeting: 7.00pm Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond 
Monday 11 February 
Monday 11 March 
 
Trip Planning Meeting: 7.30pm Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond  
Monday 11 February  
 

 
  
Hut ticket prices 
Adult Hut Tickets: Serviced Huts $15, Standard Huts $5  
Youth Hut Tickets: Serviced Huts $7.50, Standard Huts $2.50 (11-17 years) 
12 Month Hut Pass (with your FMC card) $85 (normally $122), 6 Month Hut Pass $92  

 

Tramping Grades   
Gradings are a combination of gradient, distance and roughness of track 

Easy – up to 4 hours on a good track, easy gradient 

Easy/moderate – up to 6 hours on a good track, mostly easy gradient 

Moderate – 6 hours plus, on a rougher track, some climbing 

Moderate/hard – Up to 8 hours on rougher track, often climbing 

Hard – 8 hours plus on a rough track, often steep 

 
Club Contacts 

Secretary: Jo Ecroyd 544 7038   
Email: wtc.richmond@gmail.com 
Editor: Robert Wopereis 544 0142   
Email: robertw@kinect.co.nz 

Kings Creek Hut   Photo: Diane 

mailto:wtc.richmond@gmail.com
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Waimea Tramping Club Programme – December 2018-March 2019 
When planning to go on any trips please contact the leader by Monday night for an overnight trip and by 
Thursday night for a day trip.  Make phone calls before 9pm please. If you are staying in a hut, remember 
your hut tickets! You, NOT THE CLUB, are responsible for your safety and well-being on trips. 

Date Trip Map Grade & Cost Contact 

Sat-Sun 
8-9 December 

Mt Angelus 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 M29 
BS24 

Moderate/hard 
$22 

Di 021 144 3471 

From the Mt Robert car park ascend Robert Ridge along to Angelus Hut ($28 bunks, $20) taking about 6 hours. 
On Sunday return to the car park via the same route. Online hut booking required. 

Saturday  
15 December 

Barnicoat Range crossover: 
Easby Park - Marsden Valley  

N27  
BQ26 

Easy/moderate 
$0 

Alison M. 545 8399 
Colin 547 7511 

Half the party start walking at Easby Park in Richmond and meet for lunch with the rest of the party who begin 
their walk at Marsden Valley. About 4½ hours walking time. 

Sunday 
23 December 

SOCIAL EVENT:  
Christmas BBQ - Busch Reserve, Aniseed Valley 

Rob and Maria 541 8598 

Bring salad or baking to share and your own BBQ meats and drinks. Arrive any time after 3pm. BBQ at 5.30pm. 

New Year: 
29 Dec-2 Jan 

Westport  
 

K29 
BR20 BR21 

Moderate  
$50 

Maria 541 8598  
 

Five people have booked their accommodation and if you want to join in please contact Maria ASAP. 

Sunday 
6 January 

Lake Rotoiti circuit 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 
BR24 BS24 

Moderate  
$21 

Di 021 144 3471 

A 25km loop of the lake, starting and ending at Kerr Bay. The circuit will take about 8 hours and include a 
crossing of the Travers River between Lakehead and Coldwater huts. 

Sat-Sun  
12-13 January 

Klondyke circuit  
Victoria Forest Park 

L31  
BT22 

Hard 
$49 

Chris 544 7038 

Start from Rahu Saddle between Springs Junction and Reefton. Go up Klondyke Valley Track and tent overnight 
near an alpine tarn (5 hours). The aim is to return along the ridge crest until reaching the Klondyke Spur Track. 
There are bluffs to negotiate and this trip will only run if the weather is suitable. 

Sunday  
13 January 

Red Hills Hut  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N29  
BR25 

Easy/moderate  
$21 

Julian 542 3147 

About two hours up to this hut. Continue one more hour to a highpoint on the plateau then return to the carpark. 

Sunday  
20 January 

Devils Creek Hut & Doom Creek 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28 
BQ27 

Easy/moderate  
$21 

Robert 544 0142 

From end of Wakamarina Road a walk of 2½ hours to Devils Creek Hut. Return via Doom Creek loop or climb to 
see derelict mining huts if time permits. 

Saturday  
26 January            

Browning Hut  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N28 O28  
BQ26 

Easy/moderate 
$4 

Alison M. 545 8399 

Walk the Hacket Track to Browning Hut and return, taking 6-7 hours. Have a swim at Busch Reserve afterward. 

Sat-Sun 
26-27 January 

Ruby Lake & Lake Lockett  
Kahurangi National Park 

M26  
BP24 

Moderate/hard  
$27 

David S. 544 1573 

From Cobb dam, walk up past Sylvester Hut, over Iron Hill and on to Ruby Lake to camp. Next day walk to Lake 
Lockett and along trap line back to the Cobb. Mostly off track, with tops travel and camping. May add a third day. 

Wednesday  
30 January 

CLUB NIGHT:  
Gadget information 

7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

Share your ideas on new technology for tramping such as apps used for tracking, maps and GPS. 

Long weekend 
2-5 or 3-6 Feb 

Lake Christabel circuit 
Victoria Forest Park 

L31 L32 
BT22 BU22 

Moderate/hard 
$57 

Robert 544 0142 

Near Springs Junction, drive to end of Palmer Road in the Upper Grey River Valley. Walk up Robinson Valley 5-6 
hours to Mid Robinson Hut. Another 5-6 hours to Top Robinson Hut. Then 4 hours to Robinson Saddle and 
another 4 hours to Lake Christabel Hut. Out via Blue Grey River Valley taking 6-7 hours. $5 hut ticket each hut. 
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Sunday  
3 February 

Trig K, Pelorus Bridge 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O27 
BQ27 

Easy  
$13 

Julian 542 3147  
 

Ascend this 417m peak taking about 2 hours then loop past two small waterfalls back to the start. 
Afterward a swim in the Pelorus River and an ice cream at the café. 

Sunday 
10 February 

Pearse Resurgence 
Kahurangi National Park 

N27 M27 
BQ24 

Moderate  
$14 

Rob 541 8598  
Julian 542 3147  

An interesting 6km walk (6 hours return) to the resurgence which is the entrance to one of NZ’s deepest caves. 
Numerous river crossings will keep you cool on a hot summer day. Located 29km from Motueka. 

Saturday  
16 February 

Motueka Sandspit 
Motueka 

N26 N27 
BP25 

Easy  
$10 

Colin 547 7511 
Ian 544 9154 

From Saltwater Baths walk along shoreline then to end of sandspit to arrive before low tide (2:10pm).  
Godwits and Banded Dotterel in residence. About 4 hours return. 

Sunday  
24 February 

Rainbow ski field & beyond 
St Arnaud Range 

N29  
BS25 BS24 

Moderate  
$28 

Esther 265 6041  
or 027 656 8228 

Experience the Rainbow Ski Area from a new perspective - swap winter skiing for summer hiking.  
$15 donation per carload to use the access road. 

Sat Sun 
2-3 March 

Tablelands circuit from Cobb 
Kahurangi National Park 

M27 
BP24 

Moderate  
$31 

Di 021 144 3471 

On Saturday start from the Cobb Dam Road, go past Myttons Hut, then Lake Peel and Balloon Hut to Salisbury 
Lodge (22 bunks, $15 hut ticket). On Sunday the route is Upper and Lower Junctions, Bullock Track, Peel Ridge 
and past Myttons Hut to the start. About 6 hours each day, with the chance for side trips if time permits.  

Wednesday 
6 March 

CLUB NIGHT: National Outdoor 
Leadership School 

7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

Our guest is from the National Outdoor Leadership School based in the Aniseed Valley, near Nelson. 

Fri-Sat-Sun 
8-9-10 March 

Mt Fishtail  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28  
BR27 BQ27 

Hard  
$37 

Esther 265 6041  
or 027 656 8228 

Go late Friday afternoon and camp at Mill Flat on Pine Valley off Northbank Road. On Saturday climb a steep 
track up a bush ridge to the bushline then across scree slopes and the NW ridge to the top of this distinctive 
1643m peak. About 10 hours return. Stay a second night at the campground and travel home Sunday. 

Saturday 
9 March 

Rotoiti walks 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 
BR24 

Easy  
$21 

Colin 547 7511 
Maria 541 8598 

A variety of short walks centred on the DOC visitors centre, including Black Valley Walk, Brunner Peninsula 
Nature Walk, Loop Walk and Black Hill Track. About 5 hours in all. 

Saturday  
16 March 

Rivercraft skills - Hacket Creek  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N28 
BQ26 

Easy/moderate 
$4 

Colin 547 7511 

Interested in learning a bit more about the best techniques to use when crossing rivers?  
Peter W will give you the opportunity to learn and practise these techniques on the way to Hacket Hut. 

Sat-Sun 
16-17 March 

Parapara Peak 
Kahurangi National Park 

M25 
BN24 

Moderate/hard  
$25 

David W. 021 201 5682 

From Ward Holmes Road, 11km from Takaka, a 4-5 hour steady or steep ascent to this 1249m peak (about 9 
hours return). Either an early start for a day trip or the option of staying in Takaka the night before. 

Sat-Sun 
23-24 March 

Canaan to Birds Clearing-stay at 

Wainui Hut with camping option  

N26  
BP25  

Moderate  
$18 

Alison M. 545 8399 

Short walk from Canaan Downs to Wainui Hut. Day tramp to Birds Clearing. Spectacular views of Golden Bay.  
Return to the hut to spend the night. On Sunday morning walk back to the cars then take one or more of 
Harwood’s Hole / Takaka Walkway / Ngarua Caves options before returning home in the afternoon. 

Sunday  
31 March 

Sclanders Creek, Maitai Valley 
Nelson 

O27 
BQ26 

Moderate/hard  
$5 

David S. 544 1573 

From Maitai Dam walk up the Sclanders Creek track, past Maitai Caves, then head off track up a spur to Pt753, 
then back on a shared bike track from Junction Saddle, via Pt812, Sunrise Ridge and Peaking Ridge. 

 


