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Editor’s Report 
It has been a very rapid transition from warm summer-like temperatures to cold weather during May. But we 

have enjoyed some fine, calm and sunny days, a change from the blustery weather previously. 

 

Reports from recent club trips show there has been four trips where the planned destination was changed, 

mainly due to bad weather or road closures resulting from bad weather. The club usually endeavours to have 

a ‘Plan B’ if possible, as it seems trampers still are keen to get out there.  

 

Of recent completed trips seven were day trips and two were overnight tramps - to the Hope Range and 

Riordan’s Hut - as well as one long-weekend trip to Kaikoura at Easter. Upcoming trips to look forward to 

between July and September include ten day trips and four weekend trips. 

Keep on tramping.              Robert Wopereis 

 

Top Shot 

 
The newly exposed rock shelf at Point Kean near Kaikoura  Photo: Chris & Jo 

Club Nights  
Wednesday 4 July: Antarctic Experiences  

Bruce Davies will tell us about his experiences at Scott Base preparing to drill through the ice shelf and driving 

more than 1000km hauling 45,000 litres of fuel.  

 

Wednesday 1 August: Photo Competition  

View the best pictures from the club’s photographers taken over the past year.  Vote to decide the winners. 

 

Wednesday 2 September: Diving Services around NZ  

Bruce Lines will share his experiences in his work on undersea recovery, ship wrecks, sewerage pipes, 

harbour work and all sorts of things to do with diving. 

 

http://www.waimeatrampingclub.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub
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Executive and Committee 2018-2019  
The Annual General Meeting in May has resulted in the Executive being re-elected and with the election to the 
Committee of Diane Dowle and Esther Sassenburg. 

President  Maria Brooks 

Vice-President   Julian Edmonds 

Secretary  Jo Ecroyd 

Treasurer  Colin Bell 

Newsletter Editor  Robert Wopereis 

Committee  Diane Dowle 

  Andrew Henderson 

  Esther Sassenburg 

  Ian Sowman 

  Geoff Walker 

  David Wheeler 

  Jocelyn Winn 

 

 

2018 AGM President’s Report   

Rob and I have just returned from two weeks in the North Island and the two highlights of our time were 

travelling the Forgotten World Highway and visiting Zealandia, the wildlife sanctuary in Wellington. Both of 

these places, apart from being wilderness places, reflected what a dream and then hard work and dedication 

to the cause, can achieve. Waimarama Sanctuary here is bigger with a longer predator fence surrounding it, 

so I imagine one day it will exceed expectations just as Zealandia did. I know that some of our club members 

are actively involved with the Sanctuary and I say well done as you are part of making the dream come true. 

Other club members are involved in other ways with the preservation and enhancement of our wilderness 

areas and in the bringing back and protecting the bird life therein. 

 

Through our core activity of tramping we are leading people into the wilderness and developing in them a 

sense of ownership and responsibility for the land and the native wildlife. 

 

Storm events, such as Gita and Fehi have created devastation. Roads have been damaged and so closing off 

some of our tramping areas. Trip leaders have had to come up with a plan B. Great work trip leaders. 

  

A huge thank you to Robert as Newsletter Editor. You do a great job in keeping us up to date with hut and 

track news & DOC news. We appreciate the research that goes into finding the information and so ably 

drafting it into the Newsletter. Thanks to Jo for being Secretary and Colin for looking after the finances. Also 

thanks to the committee for coming out to meetings and contributing their ideas to enable us to make good 

decisions and meet the needs of club members. 

 

Thanks to Jeff for the use of his bach at Wakaretu and thanks to Geoff for his continued efforts on the Chrome 

Track. It was great to have the water tanks set up and full of water when Rob sprayed the gorse on the track 

up to and along most of the Chrome Road.  

 

Richard has been involved in the repositioning of the Mount Fell Hut and what a great site that hut now 

commands. Great work everyone. 

 

2017 Statistics: 

Club membership at the end of 2017 was 80, similar to 81 in 2016. 

During 2017 there were 37 trips consisting of 28 day trips, 6 overnight trips and 3 long weekend trips. 

Of completed day trips 10 were on a Saturday and 18 were on a Sunday. 

Numbers on trips ranged from the biggest number of 17 (Maungatapu Track), to the smallest of 3 

(Picton).  

There were 10 trips cancelled, all because of bad weather, the same number of cancelled trips as in 

2016. 

Day trips averaged just over 10 people on each trip, while overnight trips averaged 6 trampers, and 

long weekend trips averaged 10 people. 

 

There was a total of 357 people out on all trips, up on 332 in 2016.  
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The average number of trampers on all trips averaged 9.7, slightly above the number in 2016 at 8.7. 

 

The current number of trip leaders is 16, compared to 12 in 2016 

(Alison, Chris, Colin, David S, David W, Diane, Esther, Eric, Jeff, Jo, Julian, Jocelyn, Maria, Mary, 

Rob and Robert.) 

A big thank you to all these people. 

 

Social Activities have included dinners, movies and a play.  

Club Nights have taken us to interesting areas of the world such as China, Alaska and NZ. We learnt about 

Ivory Lake, the life as a lighthouse keeper’s wife, living in a house bus, the geology of our area and an 

informative talk by a civil defence person. 

 

My most memorable trips have been the Easter weekend at Kaikoura, the Mt Fell / Mt Richmond crossover 

trip, tenting near Mole Saddle and on the Hope Range. Thanks to everyone for your companionship and 

leadership on trips. 

 

Maria Brooks 

Waimea Tramping Club President 

 

 
 

Waimea Tramping Club Photo Competition:  
Every year we arrange a photo competition. Each member is welcome to join. The more attendees, the more 
variety and fun. The next photo competition will be held on Wednesday 1st of August 2018. 
 
Certificates to all 1st, 2nd and 3rd placings. A trophy is to be presented for the best in ‘Flora & Fauna’ 
(Category 6) and for best scenery or landscape with no human element (Categories 1 & 3). A plate for the 
best photo with a human element (Category 2 & 4). A framed photo of Balloon Hut for best in Historic 
(Category 5). 
 
Entries close at the club night Wednesday 4th July 2018. Display of photos and presentations of certificates 
and trophies on the club night on Wednesday 1st August 2018. 
 
Come along and see New Zealand through the eyes of club members.  
For more information contact: Maria or Rob (phone 541 8598) 
 

Rules/Conditions: 
1. Photos must have been taken in NZ, by members after 1st January 2016 (except for historic photos). 
2. No photos to be digitally manipulated other than by cropping, sharpening, tonal/exposure adjustment 

or the stitching of panoramas. 
3. No entry fees (gold coin donation at door for people attending). 
4. Three prints per member per category maximum. (i.e. 18 max number of photos entered). 
5. Maximum size to be 5” x 7” (127mm x 178mm). 
6. Do not mount photos, but do have a title attached to the bottom of the photo. 
7. Print your name and category on the back of the photo. 
8. Also supply a digital copy of the photo (on a flash drive or disc). 

 

Categories: 
1. ABOVE BUSHLINE (with no Human Element) 
2. ABOVE BUSHLINE  (with a Human Element) 
3. BELOW BUSHLINE (with no Human Element) 
4. BELOW BUSHLINE  (with a Human Element) 
5. HISTORIC (old photos, not photos of old things) (taken before 1 Jan 2016) 
6. NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA 

 
“The definition of what is a “Human Element” is flexible but the general intention is: Where the photo contains 
as anything other than as a very minor feature: people, a hut, a track sign/marker, bridge, ice axe and 
anything else that has been introduced by humans into the environment then we would define that as having 
“a Human Element”. But if a photo has what could be called a Human Element, but that element is very small, 
inconsequential and not a feature in the photo then you could count it as “no Human Element”. 
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Hut and Track News 

New Paparoa Track 

Construction work is well underway on the country’s tenth Great Walk with the plan for the track to be open for 

Easter 2019. The track crosses the Paparoa Range, through alpine tops, limestone karst landscapes and 

rainforests, providing breath-taking views across to the Southern Alps and over the Tasman Sea. 

 

Three teams of track builders have been doing the hard yards and have completed just over 18km of track of 

the 55km total needed to be built. The two new 20-bunk huts have been built and are weather tight but still 

require an interior fit-out, and three of the four major suspension bridges are complete. The huts are the first to 

be built in Paparoa National Park and will need bookings in advance, year-round. The track will be DOC's first 

shared-use, purpose-built Great Walk. 

 

Times and distances for the route from Blackball to Punakaiki are: 

Day 1: Smoke-ho carpark to Moonlight Tops Hut: 6-8 hours, 19.9 km 

Day 2: Moonlight Tops Hut to Pororari Hut: 5-7 hours, 18.7 km 

Day 3:  Pororari Hut to Pororari River carpark: 4-5 hours, 16.4 km 

Pike 29 Memorial Track (a side track off the Paparoa Track): 4-5 hours one way, 10.8 km one way  

 

Kahurangi National Park  

The North Branch Graham Valley Road to Flora carpark was reopened during April in time for the Easter long 

weekend. The road was closed due to slips from heavy rain from Cyclone Gita on 20 February. 

 

The Cobb Valley Road is expected to be reopened to vehicles by mid-October after being closed after 

damage from heavy rain from Cyclone Gita on 20 February. The approach to the lower Cobb Valley Bridge 

has been replaced and the upper gravel road above the powerhouse has been repaired.  

Further work to be done is completing repairs to the damaged lower Cobb Valley Bridge and repairing and 

resurfacing the lower road. Although the road remains closed to vehicles with a barrier arm at the lower 

bridge, access is possible on foot or by bicycle at users own risk. 

 

John Reid Hut has undergone an interior and exterior repaint during March carried out by Nelson Tramping 

Club members with funding from the Backcountry Trust. This was a follow-up from a working bee in January 

when the hut interior was renovated and a wood burner was installed. 

 

Mt Richmond Forest Park 

A small woodshed has been constructed at Mount Fell Hut by Nelson Tramping Club members during May, 

finishing off the hut relocation and renovation project started in 2016, with funding from the Backcountry Trust. 

 

News 

Banff Mountain Film Festival 

The Banff Mountain Film Festival is the largest, and one of the most prestigious mountain festivals in the 

world. The Nelson showing is 7:30pm Saturday 16 June at Annesbrook Church, Saxton Road, Stoke. Tickets 

$20, available from Torpedo 7, Nelson or Stirling Sports, Richmond. The screening has a total duration of 

around 2½ to 3 hours including an intermission. For a programme of the films, visit: https://banff.nz/ 

 

NZ Mountain Film Festival 

The Mountain Film Festival National Tour takes award winning films to audiences around NZ after premiering 

in Wanaka, Cromwell and Queenstown. The Nelson screenings are 7:30pm Friday 7 and Saturday 8 

September at the Suter Theatre, Bridge Street. Visit: www.mountainfilm.nz/ 

 

Wild takahē released in Kahurangi 

For the first time in more than 100 years, takahē are roaming freely in Kahurangi National Park in an historic 

attempt to create a new wild population outside of Fiordland. 18 birds were released on 20 March 2018 at 

Gouland Downs off the Heaphy Track, with a second release of twelve birds planned later in 2018. Currently, 

the birds only have one large wild site to call home - the remote Murchison Mountains of Fiordland. During the 

past two years the population has reached a milestone 300 birds, moving from nationally critical to nationally 

vulnerable. Kahurangi is the best bet for a new wild population to survive and thrive, with its large areas of 

intact tussock grassland and an extensive predator control network. 

https://banff.nz/
http://www.mountainfilm.nz/
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Tourist to pay more on popular Great Walks 
Tourists will soon have to pay double what locals do to stay in tramping huts on the country's four main Great 

Walks. The increased fees will be introduced as a seven month trial from October 2018 to April 2019 to see if 

they ease visitor pressure on the walks. International visitors currently make up around 60% of all those 

walking the Great Walks (up from around 50% in 2012). 

 

Prices for huts for international visitors on the Milford Track will be $140 per night, Kepler and Routeburn 

$130, and Abel Tasman Coastal Walk $75. Hut prices for New Zealanders remain at $70 per night for the 

Milford, $65 for the Kepler and Routeburn, and $38 for the Abel Tasman Coastal Walk. New Zealanders under 

the age of 18 will remain free of charge.  

Bookings for the nine Great Walks for the 2018/19 season will open over a two-week period, beginning 12 

June 2018. 

 

Sources: www.doc.govt.nz, Nelson Tramping Club Newsletter, Nelson TC Facebook 

 

 
 

The best plan B 
Beebys Knob – Saturday 3 March 2018  

Plan B swung into action for this tramp with the original intention being 

the Wainui Hut circuit in the part of Abel Tasman National Park accessed 

from Canaan Road off the top of Takaka Hill. The hill still had single lane 

convoys, one early and one late as a result of the damage from Cyclone 

Gita. The best plan B I reckoned was to go tramping well away from 

Takaka Hill. Beebys Knob in Mount Richmond Forest Park reached from 

the Korere-Tophouse Road fitted the bill perfectly. 

  

We left from the Beebys Knob carpark at 9.15am. It was misty and quite 

slippery as we made our way consistently uphill on the rough track 

through the bush to come out on the 4WD track heading towards Beebys 

Hut. We were going to go that far, then thought better of it, considering 

we knew that the hut was uninteresting in itself. Instead we sidled further 

uphill to the knob and had a welcome meal there at 1pm. As we walked 

along the road again the mist began to lift. How often does that happen? 

Very often I’m sure. At 2pm we headed back into the bush and as we walked down, once again the track was 

slippery. We were reluctant to hold onto trees as the honey dew was sweet and the wasps were out. What 

really took our fancy were the many coloured varieties of fungi that we saw. From my memory there were 

black, brown, purple, blue, red, cream, white, yellow and orange. There were many oohs and aahs as we 

stopped to admire them as well as many photos taken. I reckon Donell now has an all the colours of the 

rainbow plus more-collection of fungi photos. Eat your heart out, Christopher or get up Beebys Knob track 

promptly to see for yourself. 

 

Once back at the cars at almost 5pm, the sun was shining and had warmed the already ripe blackberries for 

us to eat, as our reward for being so careful when it had been very slippery underfoot.  

Those who came were Alison (leader and scribe), Mary, David S, Anna, Donell and visitor Anne. 

 

The giant’s sandpit 
Hope Range – 10-11 March 2018 

The planned destination was John Reid Hut, but with high river levels and no high four wheel drive vehicles to 

get us over the Dart Ford, and with a fine weekend ahead of us, we decided to do a different tramp. Which 

was going up to the Hope Range and tenting. We set off from an old lime works road, on private property, and 

followed up a route to emerge from the bush at Conical Hill. Immediately we discovered the wee gentian that 

is unique to granite country. They were quite prevalent on patches of granite sand and we trod carefully so as 

not to crush these cute wee specimens. Our tents were set up near a water source some 15 minutes south 

along the range. After a short rest we took our daypacks and continued to wander along to the south. Wilding 

pines have reached this area in small numbers and the men in the group took up the challenge of pulling out 

most of these. Once we reached the southernmost point of this section of the Hope Range we returned back 
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to our tents. This was about a two hour return trip. The evening was a bit breezy but we were able to take 

shelter in a rock cirque to cook tea and chat. It was early to bed that night in the quiet surrounds of granite. 

 

We woke to a calm sunny morning, so 

lingered while tents dried out a bit and 

people enjoyed the views and wonder of 

the day in this environment. Conical Hill 

was a good vantage point for morning 

tea before we set off back into the bush 

for our descent back to the cars. We did 

find a small mistletoe that we knew to be 

in the vicinity. It looked a bit bedraggled 

but there was a fresh wee one nearby 

so that was encouraging that it would 

survive. This trip took about four hours 

from vehicles to Conical Hill and about 

three hours back down. 

 

Those on the trip were: Maria, Rob, 

Don, Nicola, Marie and Chris.  

                   Maria 

 

 

A fun trip 
North Peak – Saturday 17 March 2018  

The aim of this trip was to spend a couple of hours on the glorious tops of the Gordon Range admiring the 

numerous peaks which I for one only usually see from inside a commercial aircraft while flying into or out of 

Nelson. Conveniently the clouds lifted for us to be able to do this with only slight to moderate winds. As well 

we could look out to sea. 

 

We’d left Richmond at 8am heading toward St Arnaud. We watched for the turnoff to the left in Wai-iti Valley. 

From there the road was metalled. To those who were first-timers on this trip, the Inwood Lookout car park felt 

like it was a long way from the highway. Those who had been before were pleasantly surprised at how well 

the metalled surface has been maintained. 

 

The ascent to North Ridge was 

slippery in places so we were 

relieved that the day was dry. 

The higher we climbed the more 

slate deposits there were both on 

and around the track. Maria was 

delighted and stopped leading 

from the front so that she could 

pick and choose specific pieces 

which appealed to her to take 

home for a DIY project. We had 

lunch on the south end of the 

North Ridge, and while high up, 

we were still dwarfed by Gordons 

Knob, slightly south of where we 

were sitting. We then wandered 

to the north in order to get the 

sea views and for Maria to have 

yet more slate to choose from. 

Slate and rock hills and 

mountainsides are even 

slipperier to go down. With 

patience, encouragement and 

Removing wilding pines, Hope Range  Photo: Maria 

North Peak  Photo: Maria 
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good humour everyone managed without any spectacular or catastrophic events on the way. In fact we were 

in such good condition that many hundreds of small wilding pinus contorta trees became pinus aborta as their 

trunks were sawn off by Chris with his pruning saw or pulled out at their roots by other party members. 

 

We were away from the cars for six hours which meant we had time for a leisurely afternoon tea stop at Rob 

and Maria’s where Julian ensured we were treated to fresh figs by picking them straight from the tree. We 

were also generously plied with home baking and to the delight of our English visitor Rita, Black Boy peaches 

which she tasted for the first time and greatly enjoyed. 

Maria and Alison (also scribe) led this fun trip accompanied by Rob, David, Donell, Jocelyn, Julian, Chris, Jo, 

Christine, Marie, Marian with visitors Mike and Rita. 

 

Mt Fishtail – Sunday 25 March 2018 Cancelled (low numbers) 

 

A changed coastline 
Kaikoura – 30 March-2 April 2018 - Easter 

Friday: Cape Campbell 

On Good Friday ten members met at Paru Paru road and travelled in three cars to Marfells Beach. From there 

we walked in perfect weather along the coast to the lighthouse at Cape Campbell. Due to the Kaikoura 

earthquake the coast has risen and there is now no need to wait for low tide to negotiate along the shore. 

Unfortunately being Easter weekend we were frequently accompanied by noisy quad bikes taking the local 

campers along the beach to Cape Campbell for fishing.  

 

An email to the local farmers 

was very worthwhile and we 

were able to use toilet facilities 

near the lighthouse and enjoy 

lunch nearby in the shade. 

From the lighthouse a short 

walk took us onto the 

pavement-like, rocky shore 

now protruding out of the sea 

near the cape. A few seals 

helped entertain us before our 

return walk to Marfells Beach. 

 

The drive down to Kaikoura 

was interesting with all the 

changes along the coast, the 

new road and impressive 

earthquake slips in the hills.  

We arrived at the Peketa Camp Ground in time to get dinner and settled in for the night. An enjoyable game of 

dice finished off the evening. 

 

Saturday: Kaikoura Peninsula  

We drove a short distance to South Bay and from there walked along the cliff tops to Point Kean. We walked 

past the enclosure where they are establishing a new Hutton’s Shearwater colony and had spectacular views 

of the changes along the coast. Arriving at Point Kean carpark we found that area very busy with large 

numbers of tourists. From there we headed back towards South Bay, but along the shoreline avoiding seals 

hiding amongst the rocks until we found a suitable lunch spot away from the crowds. Again it was generally 

easy to walk on the flat pavement–like shore often on areas that would have been underwater prior to the 

earthquake. One member of our group found and photographed a large red octopus in a rock pool, but was 

unfortunately too far from the rest of the group to share his good fortune. We were back at the cars relatively 

early in the afternoon having completed a round trip along a spectacular piece of our coastline. We were 

pleased to be near the shelter of our cabins when a strong wind hit with a change in weather direction to a 

strong southerly. Later that evening we all enjoyed an evening meal at Donegal House, an Irish pub just out of 

Kaikoura. 

 

 

Cape Campbell Lighthouse from the rock shelf newly exposed by the earthquake 

Photo: Chris & Jo 
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Sunday: Mt Fyffe 

Rather than changing our clocks back, we made a relatively early start and headed up the road to the base of 

Mt Fyffe. The track follows an old 4WD road steeply up the ridge to the Mt Fyffe Hut. It took us about 2½ 

hours to get there with a further hour and twenty minutes up to the summit of Mt Fyffe (1605 m). 

Mt Fyffe is one of those locations where in the 1960s and 1970s the Forest Service planted pines (mainly 

mountain pine, Pinus mugo) and green alder (Alnus viridis) to help stabilise the shingle screes. Unfortunately 

these species are now very dense in patches along the edge of the track. From the top we soaked up 

spectacular views along the coast and of the nearby mountains before returning the way we came. We were 

all fairly tired by the time we got back to our camp but very satisfied with the day’s effort. 

 

Monday: Haumuri Bluffs 

We parked the cars near Oaro just before the main highway turns inland as it heads south, and walked south 

along the beach towards Spy Glass Point. The walk follows a rough road near the railway line until you come 

to a railway tunnel. We followed a very overgrown track past the tunnel heading towards the beach until we 

reached an old rope providing some assistance down a near vertical cliff to the beach. At this point it was 

decided that the track wasn’t suitable for our group and we headed back through the blackberry to a morning-

tea spot near an old shed, not far from the tunnel. On the way back to the cars with the tide lower, we were 

able to walk along the beach. It was interesting finding fossils in the rocks and avoiding basking seals which 

were much more nervous around us than the ones at Kaikoura Peninsula. We enjoyed a sunny lunch spot on 

the beach close to where, according to a local, an old train had been filled with rocks and pushed into the sea 

as a way of stabilising the bank. Despite not reaching our intended destination it was a pleasant walk and an 

interesting drive south of Kaikoura past more slips and road works and one rather badly damaged bach. The 

long drive home was broken with a welcome coffee stop in Havelock. 

On this trip we enjoyed the company of Lesley G, Lesley J, Rob, Maria, Marie, Jo, Chris, Mike, Val and Ron.  

  Jo & Chris 

 

Delightful surprises 
Goat Hill and Okiwi Bay Hill – Saturday 7 April 2018 

Bringing up the rear, Robert and I speculated about the fluorescent green lines painted across the Goat Hill 

track. Ahead we could hear chatter and peals of laughter from the nine trampers ahead. Julian joking, I 

speculated. It was a warm, sunny day, the gradient steady and the rata in bloom. There was a beautiful sea 

view from the ‘elevenses’ stop then a short walk to the exit point where the road starts its descent to Okiwi 

Bay. 

 

I’d told everyone that rather than reversing our tracks (as stated on the programme), we’d go down the road to 

explore a 50ha block of regenerating bush belonging to my friend, Malcolm. Some 20 minutes later we sat 

outside his shed munching ‘twelveses’ and gazing onto the bay. Then we meandered for an hour up 

beautifully developed tracks to a delightful hut on the edge of a beech stand. After lunch, another 30 minutes 

climb, with handy ropes at the scrambly bits, and we looked down from the top (580m). The bays of Croisilles 

Harbour in the foreground and the ridges of D’Urville Island in the background, bush green and sea sparkling. 

‘Can we stay longer?’ asked 

Donell – and we wished we 

could. 

 
Back at the hut another track 

lead us through the beech grove, 

past the hum of busy wasps. 

This track led to a rimu stand 

and into a gully of ponga and 

nikau before rejoining our 

original track by the stream. An 

arc of water sprouting from the 

tank overflow caught our eye 

and a stainless steel mug invited 

us to drink. Clear, cool and 

delicious. 

 View to Croisilles Harbour from Okiwi Bay Hill  Photo: Robert 
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Waiting at the shed, Malcolm was pleased to hear we had enjoyed the walk and answered our questions 

gladly. The land, burned then farmed briefly, is now regenerating native. Predators include rats, possums and 

the occasional stoat. Goats and pigs are problems too. Conditions favour rata and rimu; Malcolm expects 

these species to dominate in several hundred years. Malcolm’s son, Tom showed us their proposed cottage 

site and then it was time to walk down the road to the cars, arriving just after 4pm. Special thanks to Malcolm 

for the opportunity to explore a property reflecting his dedication - and full of delightful surprises. 

 

Trampers: Anna, Colin (leader and scribe), David, Donell, Julian (co-leader), Marian, Marie, Robert and Val, 

with visitors Grant and Robyn. 

 

Exploring the karst country  
Takaka Hill Walkway & Harwoods Hole – Sunday 15 

April 2018 

Our group of 14 departed the Takaka Hill Walkway carpark 

at 9.15am to walk the Big Loop. After a few minutes we 

detoured to an old dilapidated hut to see the resident 

mummified cow. A group of heavily laden cavers scooted 

past us on their way for a training session but we headed up 

to the TV antennae for a fabulous 360° view, then carried on 

around the outer circuit. Much of the trail was forest and 

scrub, with nice expanses of open karst and a few tomos 

thrown in. This was a circuit of three hours. 

 

After finishing the loop we drove down the Canaan Road, 

had lunch and at 1.15pm headed to Harwoods Hole. 

Beautiful beech forest gave way to a scramble at the end of 

the trail up some large limestone boulders - but you can’t get 

close enough to the edge to see down the depths of 

Harwood Hole, NZ’s deepest cave at a whopping 357 

metres. A side track to the Gorge Creek Lookout terminated 

in more jagged limestone boulders, with a view along the 

gorge and Takaka Valley. A there and back trip of two 

hours. 

 

We had timed our day to perfection, as we arrived at the 

Woolshed Cafe with its menagerie of animals just before 

closing. The day was much enjoyed by four club members: 

Diane, Marian, Chris, Jo; and ten non-members: Odette, James, Charles, Sally, Declan, Meg, Michelle, 

Beavan, Poppy (12) and William (9). It was lovely to have the young ones along.             Diane 

 

Awesome views 
Dun Saddle and Coppermine Saddle circuit – Sunday 22 April 2018 

Our group of nine trampers set off from the Matai Dam carpark round 8.30am in the cool of the morning. We 

decided to walk to Coppermine Saddle first, then cross to and descend from Dun Saddle. The idea was to 

avoid having our backs to bikers speeding down the track from Coppermine for some of the walk. It may have 

helped as on the return journey, we avoided surprises and the few bikers who passed us were on the lower 

sections of the track.   

 

The brisk morning warmed to a glorious sunny autumn day. From our morning (and afternoon) tea stop 

located about halfway between the saddle and the dam, we enjoyed clear views of Tasman Bay and beyond. 

We reached Coppermine Saddle just before midday. Several years ago it was a bare saddle. Now it’s 

decorated with information boards, a picnic table, toilet and bike racks! Fortified with snacks, we crossed 

through the bush to Dun Saddle on a well-marked track. On the way we heard, but didn’t see, kaka. As always 

the 360° views from Dun Saddle were awesome. 

The walk back to the dam and cars which we reached about 4.30pm was uneventful. Overall, a pleasant walk 

on a gorgeous day.                      Mary 

 

Captain Creek Hut – Sunday 29 April 2018 Cancelled (weather) 

Nearing Harwoods Hole  Photo: Diane 
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A relaxed trip 

Riordans Hut – 5-6 May 2018 

This trip had to be changed, due to the Cobb Valley Road still being closed for repairs, months after the 

February storm, and that’s why a select group of three lucky people set off up the benched Kill Devil Track 

from the Takaka Valley on a pleasantly overcast but dry day. We had good views to the Takaka and Waingaro 

valleys from our lunch spot on the rolling ridge, then on to Riordans Hut. The hut was historic and full of 

character, homely and warm too with a cheerful fire. The forecast rain set in after dark, but by 3am the moon 

was out and we were serenaded by a kiwi close by. Next day we returned the same way, reaching the car in 

time for a late lunch. It was a very peaceful, relaxed trip, with no wind, no daytime rain, and no other people 

either, not even any mountain bikers! The lucky participants were David S, Mary and Colin. 

     David S. 

 

A worthy plan C 
Dew Lakes – Sunday 20 May 2018 

The scheduled trip to Mount Hope was deferred then altered to Dew Lakes due to continuing poor weather in 

the western ranges. Nine people were still keen to get out so we left from the Maitai Dam carpark at 8.30am in 

fine weather. The first section has taken on a complete change in appearance due to forest harvesting in 

recent years, making for a barren landscape but giving good views. We left the forestry roads and stepped 

onto the more pleasant track proper, climbing slightly at first then soon more steadily, passing through patches 

of bush alternating with clearer scrubby vegetation. We passed the nearly dried-up Rush Pool and then 

stopped at the adjacent argillite quarry. Here we looked for a small rough rock shelter that we had been told 

about. The large rock outcrop immediately beside the quarry proved a disappointment with barely any room 

for any person to shelter under. But soon Maria discovered the rock shelter just uphill in the bush. The very 

large rock outcrop covered a fireplace, but not over the two rough individual sleeping platforms, one 

constructed of branches raised off the ground and the other made of rocks topped off with branches. This was 

an interesting find for us all. 

 

We continued on the track uphill which became quite rough at times, often in a shallow watercourse. Nearer 

the ridgeline were also a few muddy sections which we negotiated with care. We finally came to the Dew 

Lakes after 3¼ hours from the start. The name ‘lakes’ are a bit of a misnomer as they are really just large 

shallow ponds, not that I tested the depth of them. We pushed through some scrub and trees amongst the 

boggy ground onto more solid and clear ground with views east to Mount Fishtail on the Richmond Range and 

north to the Marlborough Sounds. Here we sheltered from the south west wind and enjoyed lunch and the 

panorama. It was a quicker return the same way but with two differences, which were the Pylon Exit Track and 

Flax Gully Road, both slight detours off the usual route. This finished a 6¾ hour day which was a worthy ‘Plan 

C’, especially with our new discovery of a rock shelter. 

The trampers were Robert, Marian, Joy, Maria, Rob, Julian, Colin, Christine and newcomer Robyn. 

        Robert 

 

Hunters Hut – 19-20 May 2018 Cancelled (low numbers) 

 

Camping at lunchtime 
Barnicoat Range crossover – Saturday 26 May 2018 

This trip richly deserves to become a Waimea TC favourite in my opinion, particularly during the short day 

time of the year where the day starts and finishes crisply while the sun shines exquisitely in between, as it did 

on this trip when a party of 16 crossed over the range, half in each direction. 

Crossover trips like this one take some organising logistically. It worked perfectly today; four cars with four 

trampers in each. David and Maria drove to just before the Roding River ford at the end of Aniseed Valley 

Road while Colin and Eric drove to Marsden Valley. This arrangement meant the drivers finished the trip 

driving their own cars. They did remember to swap keys at lunchtime. Yay! 

 

I was in the group starting at Roding River. We went straight into the river, literally, as the trip began with 

crossing the ford. It was quick enough to be relatively painless even although it had been a frosty morning. 

Most of us wore sandals across the ford, tied them onto our packs afterwards and put on our tramping boots. 

It took a little over two hours to climb up onto the Barnicoat ridge. The path zigzagged up through regenerating 

bush. There was a short respite for our morning tea stop in the sunshine before we bravely tackled the 

remainder of the ascent which was definitely steep allowing us to gain height rapidly and taking 45 minutes. 
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The party who’d walked from Marsden Valley were a welcome sight as they waved from the lunch spot on the 

Barnicoat ridge itself. We were most surprised that they’d been waiting for us less than 10 minutes. 

Tent pitching began in earnest. While the ground was too rocky to be able to push the pegs into, it was a poor 

excuse for Rob pitching the new club tent on top of its bag of pegs while insisting it must have been bought 

with none. At the same time various other party members had their primuses out and were cooking lunch. The 

most insightful first course, in my opinion, was Colin’s potato lovers mash; cheesy instant spud with numerous 

vege additives that he’d mixed in the previous evening. He poured on boiling water which he’d heated on site, 

stirred it around and then it was ready to eat. Julian won the honour of pudding-maker extraordinaire with his 

Ernest Adams type steamed version, heated on site and topped with the ready-made custard that he’d carried 

uphill in his pack without spilling a drop. 

 

All too soon the primuses and 

tents were packed up and we set 

off again. My party continued 

along the ridge to the top of the 

Involution Trail then wound our 

way down it feeling that we’d 

done our hard work for the day in 

the morning. The trip was over in 

six hours from the Richmond 

Badminton Hall and back again to 

it. Well done Colin for coming up 

with the plan for this trip, 

including the ‘camping over 

lunchtime’ aspect, reccying it with 

me and co-leading on the day. 
 

 

Colin accompanied by Eric, Esther, Julie, Lesley G, Marie, Mike and visitor Odette walked from Marsden 

Valley car park to the Aniseed Valley road end. 

Alison (scribe) accompanied by David, Grant, Julian, Ken, Maria, Marian and Rob walked from the Aniseed 

Valley road end to Marsden Valley car park. 

 
 
Club Meetings 
Committee Meeting: 7:00pm Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond 
Monday 11 June 
Monday 9 July 
Monday 6 August 
Monday 10 September 
 
Trip Planning Meeting: 7:30pm Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond 
Monday 6 August 
 

 
 

Tramping Grades   
Gradings are a combination of gradient, distance and roughness of track 

Easy – up to 4 hours on a good track, easy gradient 

Easy/moderate – up to 6 hours on a good track, mostly easy gradient 

Moderate – 6 hours plus, on a rougher track, some climbing 

Moderate/hard – Up to 8 hours on rougher track, often climbing 

Hard – 8 hours plus on a rough track, often steep 

 
Club Contacts 
Secretary: Jo Ecroyd 544 7038   
Email: wtc.richmond@gmail.com 
Editor: Robert Wopereis 544 0142   
Email: robertw@kinect.co.nz 

Lunchtime camp on the Barnicoat Range Photo: Maria 

mailto:wtc.richmond@gmail.com
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Waimea Tramping Club Programme – June-September 2018 
When planning to go on any trips please contact the leader by Monday night for an overnight trip and by 
Thursday night for a day trip.  Make phone calls before 9pm please. If you are staying in a hut, remember 
your hut tickets! You, NOT THE CLUB, are responsible for your safety and well-being on trips. 

* Map numbers refer to Topomap 260 (old) and Topo50 (new). 

Date 
 

Trip Map* Grade & Cost Contact 

Sunday  
10 June 

Browning Hut  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N28 O28 
BQ26 

Easy/moderate
$4         

Julian 542 3147 
Maria  541 8598 

From the Hacket carpark in the Aniseed Valley walk up the Hacket Track to Browning Hut. May return via 
Hacket Hut. About 6-7 hours return. 

Sat-Sun  
16-17 June 

Wakaretu Bay  
Pelorus Sound 

P27 
BQ28 

Easy/moderate 
$24 

Rob 541 8598 

Stay the night at Jeff Lukey's bach, 12km from Havelock, costs $10 per person. Day walks may include Mt 
Cawte (474m) - about 4 hours return, also Mt Parkinson (576m) - a 4½ hour circuit to a nearby high point. May 
also do part of the Nydia Track from Kaiuma Bay up to Kaiuma Saddle (387m). Shorter walks also nearby. 

Saturday 
23 June 

Mid-winter at Melrose                              O27  
BQ26 

Easy  
$0 

Alison 545 8399 

Meet at Victory Square, walk up to the summit of the Grampians (390m) on the Kahikatea Track then down via 
the Tawa Track in time for a delicious lunch at Melrose House Café. Optional to return the same way. 

Fri-Sat-Sun 
29 June-1 July 

Mangarakau Swamp Lodge, 
Whanganui Inlet, Golden Bay 

M25  
BN23 

Easy  
$40 

Esther and Eric 265 6041 

Leave on Friday afternoon for a weekend at the Mangarakau Swamp Lodge and choose from several options for 
walks on Saturday and Sunday including Knuckle Hill (506m), Lake Otuhie, Kaihoka Lakes and various coastal 
walks.  The lodge accommodates 15 people and costs $10 per person, per night. 

Wednesday 
4 July 

CLUB NIGHT:  
Antarctic Experiences 

7:30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation 

Bruce Davies will tell us about his experiences at Scott Base preparing to drill through the ice shelf and driving 
more than 1000km hauling 45,000 litres of fuel. 

Friday 
6 July 

SOCIAL EVENT: 
Pizza and Movie Night 

Maria 541 8598 

Meet at 5pm at Stefano’s Pizzeria at State Cinema to enjoy some food together then view your choice of movie. 

Sunday  
8 July 

Brook Waimarama Sanctuary 
Nelson 

O27 
BP26 

Moderate 
$1 

Chris and Jo 544 7038 

Meet in the carpark at the end of the road to the Brook Sanctuary at 9:50am, ready to start walking when the 
Sanctuary gate opens at 10am. Please be prepared to give a donation to the Sanctuary. We will explore well up 
the Brook Valley and be back at the cars before the gate closes at 4pm. We should enjoy the increasing 
abundance of native birdlife in this protected area and we will also check on how far introduced weeds such as 
old man’s beard have penetrated into the bush. 

Sunday  
15 July 

Cable Bay Walkway -  
The Glen to Sentinel Hill 

O27 
BQ26 

Easy  
$3 

Robert 544 0142 by 1pm 

From The Glen walk to a highpoint above Cable Bay taking about 2½ hours then return. Great coastal scenery. 

Sat-Sun  
21-22 July 

Coastal Corners  
Marlborough 

P27 P28  
BQ28 BR28 

Easy /moderate 
$26 

David W. 021 201 5682 

Leave Saturday morning and walk part of the Link Pathway (section closest to Picton). Sunday drive to Rarangi 
and walk tracks to Whites Bay, Black Jack Track and the Loop Track. Some road bashing but not much along 
the Port Underwood Road. Stay at Top 10 Holiday Park. Let leader know by Tuesday. 

Saturday 
28 July 

Centre of NZ to Bay View Road  
Nelson 

O27 
BQ26 

Easy 
$0 

Rob 541 8598 
Julian 542 3147 

Head up the 147m Botanical Hill, along Sir Stanley Whitehead Track and return via Bay View Road to the start. 
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Date Trip Map* Grade & Cost Contact 

Wednesday 
1 August 

CLUB NIGHT:  
Photo Competition 

7:30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation 

View the best pictures from the club’s photographers taken over the past year.  Vote to decide the winners. 

Sunday  
5 August 

Spooners Tunnel, Shedwood 
Bush, Jeff’s Patch 

N27 N28 
BQ24 BQ25 

Easy 
$10 

Maria 541 8598 
Julian 542 3147 

An 8km walk from Belgrove up to and then through the tunnel, followed by a pleasant bushwalk up to a ridgeline 
viewpoint. Then maybe a bushwalk at Jeff’s place at Sherry River. 

Sat-Sun 
11-12 August 

Lakehead Hut 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 
BR24 BS24 

Easy 
$19 

Colin 547 7511 

Introductory family-friendly overnight trip. About 3 hours tramping on a well-formed track to Lakehead Hut (28-
bunks, $15 hut ticket), returning the same way on Sunday. Water-taxi option. Beautiful views of Travers Valley.  

Sunday 
19 August 

Apple Tree Bay 
Abel Tasman National Park 

N26 
BP25 

Easy 
$12 

Di 021 144 3471 

From Marahau an easy 1½ hour walk to picturesque sandy beach then return the same way. 

Saturday 
25 August 

Bushline Hut 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N22  
BS24 

Moderate 
$22 

Julian 542 3147 

A day trip from Mt Robert carpark climbing the Pinchgut Track to Bushline Hut and then descending via Paddy’s 
Track, taking about 5 hours altogether. 

Sat-Sun 
25-26 August 

Bushline Hut 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N22  
BS24 

Moderate 
$22 

Chris and Jo 544 7038 

From Mt Robert carpark a steady climb on the well-formed Pinchgut Track to Bushline Hut (14-bunks, $15 hut 
ticket). On Sunday complete the circuit via Paddy’s Track back to the start. About 2½-3 hours each day. A good 
first overnight trip with great views of the lake at sunset and sunrise. 

Sunday  
2 September 

Speargrass Hut 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 M29 
BS24 

Moderate 
$22 

Esther and Eric 265 6041 

A day trip from Mt Robert carpark to Speargrass Hut taking about 2½ hours and then return the same way. 

Wednesday 
5 September 

CLUB NIGHT: 
Diving Services around NZ 

7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation 

Bruce Lines will share his experiences in his work on undersea recovery, ship wrecks, sewerage pipes, harbour 
work and all sorts of things to do with diving. 

Saturday  
8 September 

Snow Day 
Rainbow Ski Field 

N28 O28 
BQ26 

Easy/moderate 
$26 

Colin 547 7511 

Share basic skills on gentle slopes then tramp to top of ski lift. Follow ridge overlooking Lake Rotoiti to Mt 
McRae. After lunch descend to car park. Club ice axes available, crampons or snow shoes needed and can 
possibly be arranged. Drivers will need chains.   

Sunday 
16 September 

Holyoake - Anchorage circuit 
Abel Tasman National Park 

N26 
BP25 

Moderate 
$12 

Robert 544 0142 by 1pm 

Start from Marahau then steadily ascend the inland Track. About 20 minutes before Holyoake clearing turn and 
descend to Anchorage.  Return to Marahau via the coastal track. About 7-8 hours. 

Saturday 
22 September 

Boulder Bank 
Nelson 

O27  
BQ26 

Easy  
$2 

Di 021 144 3471 

From Boulder Bank Drive follow the rocky coastline past several historic baches to the iconic Nelson lighthouse 
taking about 2½ hours then return the same way. 

Sat-Sun 
29-30 Sept 

Awapoto Hut  
Abel Tasman National Park 

N26 N25  
BP25 BN25 

Moderate  
$22 

Rob and Maria 541 8598 

Crossover trip with one group starting at Canaan, heading up to Evans Ridge and then going along to Awapoto 
Hut (12-bunks, $5 hut ticket) taking 5-6 hours. Other group enters at Pigeon Saddle and walks up to Awapoto 
Hut (about 4 hours).  

 


