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Editor’s Report 
Recent club trips have travelled to some far-flung locations; from Kirwans Track, Victoria Range in the south; 

to Mt Stevens, Golden Bay in the west; and to the Mt Riley - Mt Sunday circuit in the east. Some of our local 

trips have included Ben Nevis, also the Dew Lakes - Maungatapu circuit. Only two trips have been cancelled 

due to the weather. 

 

The DOC presentation at the November Club Night indicated the likely introduction of hut bookings on the 

Travers - Sabine circuit in Nelson Lakes National Park from next summer, to help manage overcrowding. This 

will be a major upheaval for some hut users in the Nelson region but should avoid the need to race to the hut 

to grab a bunk for the night. Some may dislike the need to make bookings and prefer the first come, first 

served system, but the new booking system should work well if correctly managed and well-publicised.  

Keep on tramping.              Robert Wopereis 

 

Top Shot 

 
Kirwans Hut at sunset Photo: Robert 

Club Nights  
Wednesday 6 December: China by Uta Purcell 

“Across the Tian Shan Mountain Ranges of S.W. China” – a presentation by club member Uta Purcell. 

 

Wednesday 7 February: Ivory Lake by Mike Glover 
Mike will speak about a recent trip made to the spectacular Ivory Lake at the head of the Waitaha Valley near 
Ross in Westland. The hut is one of the jewels in the crown of NZ remote high-country destinations. 
 
Wednesday 7 March: Geology by Paul Wopereis 
A Nelson geologist will give an illustrated talk on how our varied geology has resulted in the diverse landforms 

we have in the top of the South Island. 

http://www.waimeatrampingclub.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub


2 
 

Hut and Track News 

Kahurangi National Park 

The increased popularity of the Waingaro - Anatoki circuit, has spurred volunteers to upgrade the access to 

the Kill Devil Track off Uruwhenua Road near Upper Takaka, completing the work in August with funding from 

the Outdoor Recreation Consortium. Scrub and gorse has been cleared to make parking available for 18 cars, 

where previously there was only space for about three vehicles. A picnic table has also been installed, the 

intentions kiosk repainted and a long drop toilet also dug. The access road has been graded and re-gravelled 

and signage improved. The volunteers were ex-Forest Service ranger Max Polglase and his partner Beverley 

Johnston (who live near the road end) along with Anne Meyer. 

 

Kings Creek Hut in the Wangapeka Valley has been repainted during March. Two new stainless steel benches 

have also been installed. 

 

John Reid Hut in the Wangapeka Valley is being renovated by Nelson Tramping Club with funding being 

sought from the Outdoor Recreation Consortium. The open fire is to be replaced with a new wood burner. 

Other plans for the 6-bunk hut may include relining the hut and replacing the bunks. 

 

Improvements are planned on the start of the Pearse Valley Track to the Pearse Resurgence and Nettlebed 

Cave. Recently DOC met with Walking Access NZ and a private landowner to formalise access and plan 

improvements to the part of the track where it crosses private land.  

 

Abel Tasman National Park 

Falls River swingbridge is likely to be replaced or widened within the next 4 or 5 years to give an increase in 

maximum capacity from 5 to 10 people crossing at a time.  

 

A new track has been cut from Observation Beach up to join the Abel Tasman Coast Track, to provide access 

for people being dropped off by boat at Watering Cove. 

 

Marahau carpark is being upgraded to improve the toilet systems and about double the number of carparks. A 

new water supply for the toilets was sourced from across the causeway, 600m away.  

 

Nelson Lakes National Park 

Bobs Hut and East Matakitaki Hut in the Upper Matakitaki Valley are to be revamped this summer by Rob 

Brown and Geoff Spearpoint, with funding from the Outdoor Recreation Consortium. They are the most 

original Forest Service huts remaining in the park. 

 

D’Urville Hut is to have an internal refit to relieve the crowded and damp interior, replacing the individual 

bunks with platform bunks. Additional ventilation will also be installed. 

 

Two kilometres of the D’Urville Valley Track has been washed out and will need to be re-routed. 

 

Due to erosion the Cedric Stream swingbridge on the Sabine - Speargrass Track is to be replaced with 

another bridge 50m upstream. 

 

West Sabine Hut is to have a new water tank, new plumbing and a second sink installed. 

 

A second toilet will be installed at Blue Lake Hut. A campground area will be created near the hut along with a 

cooking shelter. A hut for a wardens quarters has been flown in next to Blue Lake Hut. 

 

Other cooking shelters are also planned for Lakehead, Hopeless and Upper Travers huts. 

 

The removal of John Tait Hut is planned for 2019 because of avalanche risk. A new replacement 28 or 30 

bunk hut will be built 4km further down the Travers Valley at the confluence of Hopeless Creek and the 

Travers River. 

 

The firewood supply to huts in Nelson Lakes has changed to long lengths of slab wood that need to be cut 

before use. Previously five to six times more pre-cut firewood was being used. DOC estimates each piece 

cost $5-6.  
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The Travers Sabine circuit is likely to move to a booking system from next summer 2018-2019. For a 

successful booking system on the circuit all the huts should be of equal size of 28-32 bunks. Because Upper 

Travers has only 24 bunks, an additional bunkroom is planned. A booking system would also affect trampers 

not doing the full circuit. Lakehead Hut is often used by overnight trampers and Speargrass Hut is well used 

by school groups. 

 

A new replacement Caroline Creek Hut is scheduled to be built this summer, but is expected to be 6-bunk size 

not the 10-bunk size originally planned. 

 

 

 

 

The remote 2-bunk Bull Paddock Creek Hut in the 

Upper Wairau Valley is closed until further notice due 

to structural defects. 

  

Built in 1968, the rarely visited hut is usually accessed 

by crossing the Raglan Range from either the Mid 

Silverstream Hut or the Lost Stream Bivouac. 

Photo: Robert 

 

 

 

 

Mt Richmond Forest Park 

There are currently no plans for any new huts or hut extensions in Mt Richmond Forest Park despite a 

significant increase in use from Te Araroa trampers. Many of the Te Araroa users are camping so checks are 

being made if there is adequate flat ground next to the huts. More water tanks and toilets may be installed. 

 

Caution is being advised when traversing multiple sections of the Te Araroa Trail between Mid Wairoa and 

Top Wairoa huts. Five areas are of concern, all based around erosion and very little remaining foothold space 

between big rocks and narrow ledges. The track has become significantly more challenging over the last 18 

months. Growth of ongaonga (stinging nettle) in typical handhold areas is also making the track more difficult. 

 

                        Sources: DOC Presentation to Waimea TC, DOC website, Walking Access NZ, Outdoor Recreation Consortium 

 

 

News 

New West Coast hut 

When conservationist and author Andy Dennis passed away in 2016 he left money to build a new 8-bunk hut 

on public conservation land. A possible site being considered is to the north of Lake Dime on the Mataketake 

Range near Haast, about 2-3 hours climb from Maori Saddle Hut on the Historic Haast to Paringa Cattle 

Track. An old route up from Maori Saddle would need be recut to the tops and the new hut. This would create 

a good 2-3 day circuit onto the tops in South Westland with the first new hut built here since the World 

Heritage Area was created in 1990 (itself something that Andy was passionately connected to).  

           -Shelter from the Storm Facebook 

 

Land corridor connects Abel Tasman and Kahurangi national parks 

Abel Tasman and Kahurangi national parks are now connected by a 169-hectare block of land purchased by 

the Nature Heritage Fund. The land, purchased for $275,000, has high ecological value and will be added to 

Abel Tasman National Park to form a scenic skyline of continuous native forest on the crest of the Pikikiruna 

Range and Takaka Hill. 

 

The land contain diverse and rare ecosystems, of which nearly half is covered in original forest and 

vegetation, and more than 200 native plant species grow there, including species only found locally or in the 

wider north-west Nelson area. Birdlife on the land includes the threatened bush falcon or kārearea, and 

populations of tūī, kererū and bellbird.          -doc.govt.nz 
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More a social outing 
Wakaretu Bay, Pelorus Sound – 2-3 September 2017  

There we were on the Saturday night, Jeff Lukey’s eight Waimea 

Tramping Club house guests, relaxing in his warm open plan lounge 

heated from the genuine wood stove in the kitchen.  We’d dined in 

style on a succulent, shared meal around the authentic wooden dining 

table which had been lovingly sanded and polished by Maria on an 

earlier visit. Afterwards Rob, Chris and I played the visual perception 

card game ‘Set’ which Chris impressively clicked onto just like that, 

while Jo was happily engrossed in her crossword and the others 

casually flipped their way through Jeff’s impressive collection of 

Wilderness magazines. 

Was this meant to be a tramping trip or just a social club outing to the 

Marlborough Sounds? We did actually do some tramping during the 

days, so it was both. Before I tell you about the tramping though I’d like 

to send a big thank you out to Jeff for his hospitality, generosity, local 

knowledge and track building and maintenance abilities all of which we 

partook of. Jeff we so appreciate you! 

Earlier on the Saturday after arriving and devouring scones for morning tea, we climbed Mt Parkinson which is 

the name Jeff has given to the previously unnamed peak behind his property. The property itself is on the 

shore of Pelorus Sound at Wakaretu Bay which is about 20km from Havelock opposite Mt Cawte and 

Cullensville areas on the other side of the Sound where the club sometimes has day trips to. Jeff, on his own 

and at times with help from friends constructed the track up, across and down Mt Parkinson including the 

bridges near the bottom. We walked up Lukey’s track to get to the top of Mt Parkinson where we admired the 

superb views over Pelorus Sound, Havelock and along the Pelorus River and then took the continuation of his 

track which allowed us to loop back down to Wakaretu Bay. We took 5 hours including a 30 minute lunch stop. 

It was sunny and clear along the ridge although by the time we returned to the bach the sky had become white 

again. 

On the Sunday we drove a few more kilometres to the start of the Nydia Track. The Nydia Track itself goes 

from Kaiuma Bay to Duncan Bay. It's a ten hour trip so two easy days. However it does require advance 

planning transport-wise as the two ends are two to three hours apart and that’s driving time. For those of us 

who’d done the whole track this was a pleasant reminder of its beauty as partly coastal track and partly hill. 

For the others it was a taster for a pleasant trip which is both beautiful and close to home as well as being 

largely unknown. We walked up to Kaiuma Saddle and looked down to Nydia Bay where track descends to 

and meanders along beside before going up and over Nydia 

Saddle and out to Duncan Bay. 

We took 2½ hours to get to Kaiuma Saddle, had an early lunch, 

returning with time to drive further to Kaiuma Bay where a 

developer is taking his chance with the costs of reclamation to 

build a marina and has subdivided 30 or so sections he’d like to 

sell. Then it was back to Jeff’s for a leisurely afternoon tea before 

driving back to Nelson where we arrived at 5pm. 

Thanks Maria and Rob for organising the weekend using Jeff 

Lukey’s as a base camp. The other club members who came were 

Jo, Chris, Pete, Di, Donell and myself, Alison. 

 

Webs like this one, the size of a dinner plate greeted us at the 

start of the Nydia track.  Were there ever more photographed 

webs?  I wonder - the web creators who were absent at the 

time will never be able to tell us. 

 

View photos of trips at: 

facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub 
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A local loop with good views 
Fringed Hill via Third House circuit – Sunday 10 September 2017  

A group of 13 keen trampers set of from OK Corral at 8.15am, walking up the old Dun Mountain railway route 

to Third House for a very pleasant morning tea break sitting in warm sunshine. From Third House it was a 

short walk to the junction where we branched off the Dun track and onto the more demanding Black Diamond 

Ridge track to the top of Fringed Hill which made the perfect and timely stop for lunch while taking in the 

panoramic views of Nelson, Tasman Bay and beyond. Our route back to OK Corral was via the service road 

and we reached the car park at 3pm, just in time before a downpour of rain.  

 

Quick facts: overall time 6 hours 45 minutes, distance 19km, Fringed Hill 793m altitude, highest point 839m, 

start at OK Corral at 70m, moderate grade. Those on tramp were Esther, Eric, Julian, Donell, Lesley G, 

Alison, Jo, Chris, Marian W, Robert, Marian H, Colin and Valerie.              Eric & Esther  

 

Holyoake - Anchorage circuit – Sunday 17 September Cancelled (weather) 

½  

A very pleasant wander 
Booth’s Cottage, Howard Valley – Sunday 24 September 2017  

With it being the day after the election and the first day of changing to daylight saving the meeting time was 

delayed to 8.30am. Fortunately all thirteen club members were on time and we were away promptly. Knowing 

there is little difference in distance between driving via St Arnaud or over the Spooners Saddle we chose to 

drive there via St Arnaud and return over Spooners. The track to this historic hut begins at the carpark at the 

Louis Creek picnic area, about seven kilometres up the Howard Valley Road, 16km north-west of St Arnaud. 

After crossing Louis Creek, where quite a few of the group ended up with damp feet, we followed Monument 

Road, a four wheel drive track, for about half an hour up to the Miners’ Memorial, where we enjoyed our 

morning tea break. From here it was about an hour and a half of steady climbing through regenerating native 

bush and over miner’s tailings to Booth’s Cottage, situated in a small clearing above Louis Creek. 

 
Booth’s Cottage  Photo: Chris 

This hut was built in 1933, during the depression, by Sid Booth and Ray Clarke while on the Government Gold 

Prospecting Subsidy Scheme. It was the home for Sid and Eva and son Teddy Booth for over ten years. The 

long rectangular building has four rooms, mainly built of lapped beech slab over pole beech framing with a 

corrugated iron roof. Bulbs and other plantings from the family’s garden and a variety of artefacts including old 

footwear and bottles are visible around the clearing.  Remnants of the telephone line connected to the hut in 

the late 1940’s are visible along the track. 

 

After lunch at the hut most of the party continued uphill through very pleasant beech forest where the forest 

floor is softened by an abundance of bright green mosses. A 45 minute climb took us onto the Porika four 

wheel drive road. After a short walk along the road and up a pylon track we reached the pylons and were able 

to get views down the valley to the north, and south towards the mountains.  With a cool wind blowing in this 

exposed area we didn’t linger long. We retraced our footsteps back to the cottage and then down to the cars 

picking up those who had enjoyed a long lunch at the cottage on the way. A couple of short side trips 
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confirmed that the marked DOC tracks were providing access to the river for recreational gold panning which 

is permitted in this area.  

This very pleasant wander was enjoyed by Chris, Jo, Maria, Julian, Marian, Katie, Lesley G, Lesley J, Di, 

Pete, Bernard, Jeannie and Julie.           Chris & Jo 

 

A circuit with variety 
Parachute Rocks and trapping line – Saturday 30 September 2017  

Weather forecasts during the week had been marginal, but on Saturday morning, there was neither extensive 

cloud nor snow on our ridge, so plan A began. Fifteen trampers left Kerr Bay soon after 9.30am. We were off 

to a good start with no one charging along to Lake Head! As usual, it was a pleasant climb up through the 

bush to Parachute Rocks though the track was fairly wet. However, we found a suitable spot for the required 

morning tea rest. We made our way up onto and along the ridge where it was considerably cooler. After a 

short distance there was a sheltered spot for lunch. We were fortunate there were only pockets of snow 

though a more extensive cover on the SE side. Despite showers in several directions, there was only a light 

breeze. Our “17 storey restaurant” provided extensive views. But not all were comfortable walking along the 

rocky ridge and there was more of the same to come. Consequently, Alison our leader, very kindly offered to 

split the group and return the way we had come. The remaining eleven continued along the ridge over the 

high point 1787m and until we needed to turn off down our spur. This was an easy descent on shingle and 

tussock. 

 
Descending St Arnaud Range trapping line  Photo: Robert 

The trapping line is better marked than in the past but the steep slipperiness hasn’t changed! Did anyone at all 

manage not to take a slide? When the sun shone, the bush and mosses were beautiful. Near the bottom, I 

couldn’t find the waterfall which I suspect was scoured out as much of the creek was. Such is the power of 

nature. The last part was following the creek bed, but we managed to keep dry feet. Down at the lake edge, 

we had a short break. The lake was perfectly calm and peaceful. A couple of ducks entertained us, apparently 

demonstrating a lack of matrimonial harmony? After about half an hour easy but muddy walk around the lake 

shore, we were back where we began 7¼ hours earlier.  With an acceptable 0% tramper loss, we were glad to 

get in the cars as the rain began and sandflies declared dinner time. 

Our group was: Alison, David M, Jocelyn, Lesley G, Anna, David S, Chris, Jo, Marianne, Marian, Mary, 

Robert, Val, Grant and Peter.                Jocelyn 

 

Marlborough Meander – 7-8 October 2017 Cancelled (weather)  

 

Rewarding views 
Ben Nevis, Mt Richmond Forest Park – Sunday 15 October 2017  

A fine but breezy day greeted eleven trampers attempting an ascent of Ben Nevis. We travelled up the Wairoa 

Gorge Road then the Left Branch, until a sign indicated a turnoff up forestry roads with the correct roads well 

indicated with orange triangle markers on poles at intersections. We parked 15 minutes walk before the 

normal carpark, rather than trying to attempt the steeper parts of the road. Then it was a good ten minute 

struggle up a very steep bulldozer track that leads to the track proper, climbing a pleasant bush ridgeline. 

Soon we reached the bushline at the start of Gibbs Spur where we paused for a break with views out to 
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Tasman Bay. Once we started up the ridge we had views all the way to the summit. The ridge undulates and 

narrows with a few scrambly rocky sections and still with patches of bush to pass through. From the final 

bushline it was a more straightforward 30 minute clamber up slopes of tussock and rock to the summit trig at 

1619m taking us 3 hours 20 minutes.  

 
Ben Nevis trig  Photo: Robert 

We sheltered from the cool wind, enjoying our lunch and the very rewarding views of the nearby Richmond 

Ranges, the Waimea Plains and Tasman Bay. Because we arrived a little earlier than planned most of the 

group were keen to carry on to the next high point at 1642m, taking a further ten minutes. It was a regulation 

return at a quicker pace to the cars and all were happy with our efforts.  

The group was Robert, Marie, Esther, Eric, Arif, Donell, Dale, Diane, Julian, Marian and newcomer Beverley. 

        Robert 

 

Stunning views 
Mt Stevens, Golden Bay – Sunday 22 October 2017  

Twelve keen trampers met in Collingwood at 8am and headed off in four cars to the track start, which was 

28km from Collingwood inland along the Aorere River. Putting on our boots we looked to Mt Stevens’ top 

which unfortunately was covered in a thick mist. Oh well we can’t be lucky with the weather all the time and 

we’re here now. At least we will get a good work out! 8.40 saw us on our way on a fairly easy 4WD track 

before we got onto the tramping track.  

 

Starting at 100m altitude we had 1100m height to gain. We climbed steadily through beautiful native bush that 

gradually changed as we got higher up. The DOC guideline was correct: it was steep in places. Our morning 

tea break was at an altitude of 640m, nearly halfway up the climb. Just before we reached the bushline we 

met two slightly disappointed trampers on their way down, who said the summit was overcast. However, lucky 

us! The weather gods were with us and as on cue the mist lifted just as we came out of the bush to provide 

stunning views over Golden Bay, Farewell Spit and across the Aorere Valley towards the Haupiri Range. Nine 

of us continued to the true summit at 1213m which provided a 360 degree view, including the Whanganui Inlet 

and the West Coast. WOW!!  What better venue for lunch?  

 

On the way back we were greeted by three colourful kea who were flying above us. Before descending, a 

small party of five people quickly checked out the trig at a nearby summit which can easily be mistaken for Mt 

Stevens and shows on some maps as “Mt Stevens 2”. We returned the same way and everyone was back at 

the carpark around 4pm, giving us a total trip time of 7 hours 20 minutes. Those on the tramp were: Esther, 

Eric, Arif, Joy, Diane, Peter, Marian W, Mike, David S, Mary, Don and Nicola.             Esther & Eric 

 

Bird spotting 
Motueka Sandspit – Sunday 29 October 2017  

We started at 8:00 from Richmond and drove to the Saltwater Baths at Motueka. Eight people were on this 

trip, half the number of three months earlier. This trip was planned mainly to view the birdlife on the spit. With 

Noelene our bird lady, we quickly viewed the busily feeding godwits from a distance, as that is all they do here 
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in NZ. We walked to the end, noting the spit had changed dramatically with the breach in the middle of the spit 

almost filled in completely with sand and there appeared to be a lot more sand build-up at the very end.  

 

Coming back from the end I took yet another mussel buoy in tow while Maria and others scoured the dunes 

for nests being very successful finding gull, oystercatcher, and banded Dotterel nests. The day was beautiful 

with high cloud most of the day and light winds. Even with the high cloud we all felt a glow of sun on our skins 

as we enjoyed post-trip refreshments at Toad Hall.  

The group included Rob, Maria, Ian, David, Julian, Pat, Noelene and Anne.                Rob 

 

Good views 
Dew Lakes & Maungatapu circuit – Sunday 5 November 2017  

14 trampers met on a sunny morning at Paru Paru Road carpark at 7.30am from where we carpooled to the 

Maitai Dam. The first part of the walk was up a forestry road, bare from recent logging, until we reached the 

signposted track to the Rush Pool and Dew Lakes. The climb to Dew Lakes was steady, through native bush 

and some clearings as part of the mineral belt. The clearings quickly gave us good views over the bay and the 

surrounding mountains and provided a good place for morning 

tea. Dew Lakes were reached not long after our morning break, 

and most of us took the time to explore the variety of lakes 

(ponds) which were teaming with tadpoles, the views from the 

mineral clearings east towards the Marlborough Sounds were 

stunning (perhaps a place to go back and pitch a tent for a 

night?).  

 

Leaving Dew Lakes we proceeded up through picturesque 

native forest, along the Bryant Range over Maungatapu and a 

steep drop to a rocky clearing which was a good place to stop 

for a regroup and lunch. From lunch the track meandered up 

and down through bush and clearings until the Maungatapu 

Saddle was reached. Light rain at the saddle saw the raincoats 

come out but the rain was short lived and the coats quickly 

went back in the packs. Down the Maungatapu Road and we 

were back at the carpark by 3.45pm which as a total time of 7 

hours 45 minutes and a distance of about 17km. The only other 

person we saw all day on the track was a motorcyclist on the 

Maungatapu Road. 

 

Those on the tramp were Esther, Eric, Maria, Rob, Robert, 

Diane, Peter, Julian, Chris, Jo, Anna, Julie, Anne, and Colin. 

      Eric & Esther 

 

Cut the mustard 2 (let me show you a few tricks) 
Mt Riley & Mt Sunday – Sunday 12 November 2017  

It is not very often you get to climb two peaks in one day, so a good challenge was on the cards for the four of 

us. Meeting on the Saturday evening around 6pm at the end of Onamalutu Road on the DOC campsite, we 

were surprised on how big it was, a lovely spot and very quiet, with just three other campervans to share the 

park with. Tents up, our party had dinner then pondered the possibilities of future trips in the Mt Richmond 

Forest Park. From here it was only a 15 minute drive on a gravel road to the start of the track. It was an 

8.30am start and we took the Riley side first as most trampers go this way. The stream crossing was done 

with no problems and then the climbing starts. Steep bush ridges, on a good dry track. Having Chris in your 

party is an advantage - if I was asked what bird sounds were made or the name of a certain plant, I would just 

point to him and he would solve it. Morning tea was had at 10am (union rules), a flask of coffee and a muffin 

can do wonders for your energy. After slogging for about an hour we came across open tops, but there was 

more cloud about than I would have liked. Never mind, onwards and upwards at a steady pace and photos 

taken. Then suddenly two goats appeared ten metres in front, eye-balling us. No side moved for a few 

minutes and just as Esther was going to take a photo, they darted to the side and were gone. By around 11.45 

the group reached the summit of Mt Riley and the sun came out briefly. There were great views of the Kaituna 

Valley and the Wairau Plains, and plenty of room on the top, so we roamed around a bit.  

 

Dew Lakes  Photo: Robert 
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Mt Riley summit  Photo: David 

With group photos taken, it was downwards into the bush to reach Mt Sunday Bivvy and have lunch. It’s a 

very cosy two person shelter and Eric was most impressed, he’s going to come back, tramp the other way and 

stay the night there. Checking out the hut book, it is used on the occasion and there are a couple of spots for 

tents. Upwards again and 15 minutes later the summit of Mt Sunday was reached with more great views, but 

the cloud was rolling in and it started to get cool. It’s more of an open rocky section and one has to be 

cautious. We dropped down into the bush and this bit was a little tricky as there are steep drops and it’s a little 

slippery. The downhill section is hard on the knees and most of the group had walking poles, but we all stayed 

on the same pace. Esther spotted a bird’s egg, I heard a robin and Chris spied a good place for afternoon tea. 

This was needed as we still had a fair bit to go, but time went by quickly and then with flat green paddocks 

and streams running, our group was nearing the cars and by a little after 4pm we had finished. A great effort 

by the group, they definitely “Cut the Mustard”. The tricks to a great trip are: camp nearby for a good start, 

stretching exercises before you embark, and a treat at the end for your participants (Christmas cake). Those 

on the trip were: David W, Eric, Esther and Chris.                David 

 

A classic weekend tramp 
Kirwans Track and Waitahu Valley, Victoria Range – 17-19 November 2017  

Three days of fine sunny weather on the West Coast was a special treat for eight trampers. At Cronadun 

12km north of Reefton on SH69 we travelled 6km along Boatmans Road to the Capleston carpark to start our 

trip. But first we organised a car shuttle to the end of Gannons Road at the other end of the circuit. This 

avoided a 1½ - 2 hour tramp over a ridge that links the two road ends. After waiting for the two drivers to 

return in one car, we set off along the old dray road beside Boatmans Creek. After 20 minutes the track 

passed through a short tunnel that was used by the gold miners to divert water from the creek. Then we 

traversed a long swing bridge over Boatmans Creek. Eventually the track left the creek and started a long, 

steady and interminable 900m climb zigzagging up a spur. It was built in the late 1890’s at no more than a 1 in 

15 gradient to enable pack horses to be driven up to the gold workings near Kirwans Hill. A short 15 minute 

side track leads to the very spacious 12-bunk Kirwans Hut magnificently sited at a highpoint on the ridgeline, 

taking about 5 hours altogether. Later on, we all left the hut to view the brilliant sunset over the Paparoa 

Range with stunning golden light being cast back over the hut. Many orders were issued for where people 

were to stand to get the perfect photo of reflections in the large frontage of the hut’s windows! 

 

The next morning we dropped our packs at the track junction below the hut and took a 40 minute side track to 

Kirwans Hill. We soaked up the views to the nearby Victoria Range and 220km south to Aoraki Mt Cook and 

Mt Tasman. It was sunny and calm and we simply did not want to leave this special spot. After 45 minutes we 

relented and returned to collect our packs. About ten minutes down the main track we reached Kirwans Mine. 

This is a large area of open cast diggings that operated from 1898 to 1906 in a successful search for gold. 
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Just down the hillside was a restored aerial ropeway complete with a few ore buckets attached. Just as we 

were wondering where the miners stayed while working here, we came upon the remains of Mrs Flannigan’s 

boarding house. Next beside the track was a huge metal wheel which was the terminus of the aerial ropeway 

for the mine. Many zigzags further down the track we came upon the very impressive Lord Brassey Stamper 

Battery beside Kirwans Creek. Ore from the mine was transported 1.5km on the aerial ropeway to the battery 

where the gold was extracted. The 5-metre tall, 15-head stamper battery has the largest number of heads of a 

battery on site in NZ. After being near to collapse, it was restored in 2010 by a 19-person team. Some large 

windfalls had obscured good photos of the battery, so after lunch most of us pitched in for a good job clearing 

the large and heavy branches off the stamper, water wheel and twin extraction tanks.  

 

 
Lord Brassey Stamper Battery  Photo: Robert 

We continued down a pleasant bush track beside Kirwans Stream then the Montgomerie River to 

Montgomerie Hut taking about 5 hours on the day. This was a standard 6-bunk, so two tents were set up for 

three of our group. It was a fairly warm day so we spent the rest of the afternoon relaxing outside in the shade. 

The hut is situated on the river bank at the junction of the beautiful Montgomerie and Waitahu rivers, only 

spoilt by the large scar of the Garvey Creek open-cast coal mine on the ridgeline across the valley.  

 

 
Montgomerie Hut, Waitahu River  Photo: Robert 

On the last day we ambled down the Waitahu Valley, mostly following an old 4WD track to Gannons Road. 

Because of some washouts, the 4WD track doesn’t look passable by vehicles, except dirt b ikes or quad bikes. 

The track was often away from the river bank with many muddy bog holes that we needed to skirt around, but 

also interspersed with a few small grassy flats. After 3¾ hours we reached the road-end where we had an 

early lunch before again organising our car shuttle for the trip home, as well as for another group of three that 

were on the track at the same time. A classic weekend tramp thoroughly enjoyed by a great group.  

The trampers were Robert, Chris, Jo, Pete, Di, Esther, Eric and Lou.             Robert 
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A Country Calendar on a Saturday 
Kaituna Ridges Ramble, Havelock – Saturday 25 November 2017  

Well let me just say it was more than a ramble. The group met 8am at Paru Paru Rd to get to the registration 

before the 10am deadline. On arriving around 9.40am, things were very well organised with signposting to 

parking and arrows pointing to the sign in. You get a number and write it on your hand, that way they track you 

at the finish and tick you off - it’s old fashioned but effective. You get a map but don’t really need it as the red 

markers are so clear. This was a fundraiser walk for the Pelorus Community Preschool ($20). Walkers could 

start between 8am and 10am. At the finish there was a sausage sizzle, lemonade and with a bouncy castle for 

the kiddies. So our group started around 9.50 and we were going to take our time on this very picturesque 

farmland. There were runners, mountain bikers, fast walkers and generally nice people about. This year the 

owners decided to make a 12km loop as previously it had been two tracks. Early on we were entertained by a 

biker doing a few jumps on an angle in the hills - he just couldn’t resist. Basically the track winds up and down, 

through the valley and along ridges, I tell you those hills gave us a good workout. It’s mostly open but on 

occasion the track goes into beech forest and native bush. Although a misty day there were good views of 

Kaituna Valley, Pelorus Sound and Linkwater. 

  

Our team stopped for lunch about midday on some nice logs, photos were taken and I showed everyone the 

cool hand signals one should use. A thumbs up doesn’t do the trick. Reaching the highest point it would have 

been at about 400m, through some more bush on the downward tread and once it opened up again the sun 

was trying to come out and I reckon this was the most scenic part of the day with Havelock town and harbour 

in the background. So four hours later we finished, not quite the last, but things at the back were winding 

down. Not so many on the bouncy castle, but a couple of us grabbed a sausage and a coffee. It was a great 

opportunity to walk through an area the public would not normally get to and appreciate how much work goes 

into running a farm, the sheep we saw looked in good fettle. By 2.20pm we headed our separate ways. Those 

out today were: David W, Julian, Marian W and Beverley.               David 

 

 
 
Discounts with your FMC Card 
DOC Annual Hut Pass 30% off, DOC Great Walk Fees 10% off 
Rollo’s Outdoor Centre Nelson 10% off 
Macpac 20% off everything not already reduced when signing up free to Macpac Wilderness Club 
 
 
Hut prices 
Adult Hut Tickets: Serviced Huts $15, Standard Huts $5  
Youth Hut Tickets: Serviced Huts $7.50, Standard Huts $2.50 (11-17 years) 
12 Month Hut Pass (with your FMC card) $85 (normally $122), 6 Month Hut Pass $92  
Great Walks:  
Heaphy Track huts: $34 per night  
Abel Tasman Coast Track huts: $38 per night (Oct-Apr) or $32 per night (May-Sept) 
The Heaphy Track and Abel Tasman Great Walks require bookings all year 
 

 

Tramping Grades   
Gradings are a combination of gradient, distance and roughness of track 

Easy – up to 4 hours on a good track, easy gradient 

Easy/moderate – up to 6 hours on a good track, mostly easy gradient 

Moderate – 6 hours plus, on a rougher track, some climbing 

Moderate/hard – Up to 8 hours on rougher track, often climbing 

Hard – 8 hours plus on a rough track, often steep 

 
 
Club Contacts 

Secretary:  Jo Ecroyd 544 7038   
Email:   wtc.richmond@gmail.com 
Editor:  Robert Wopereis 544 0142   
Email:  robertw@kinect.co.nz 

mailto:wtc.richmond@gmail.com
mailto:robertw@kinect.co.nz
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Waimea Tramping Club Programme – December 2017-March 2018 
When planning to go on any trips please contact the leader by Monday night for an overnight trip and by 
Thursday night for a day trip.  Make phone calls before 9pm please. If you are staying in a hut, remember 
your hut tickets! You, NOT THE CLUB, are responsible for your safety and well-being on trips. 
 

Date Trip 
 

Map Grade & Cost Contact 

Wednesday 
6 December 

CLUB NIGHT: 
China by Uta Purcell 

7.30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

“Across the Tian Shan Mountain Ranges of S.W. China” – a presentation by club member Uta Purcell. 

Saturday 
9 December 

Red Hills - Maitland Track circuit  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N29 
BR25 

Moderate 
$19 

Chris 544 7038 
Jocelyn 541 8213 

From the locked gate on Tophouse Road walk up four wheel drive track towards Beebys Knob. Turn off at the 
Maitland Track and descend through native bush via the Red Hills Hut to the car park on SH63. About 7 hours.  
Minor car shuffle required. 

Monday 
11 December 

COMMITTEE MEETING 7.00pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond 

Sat-Sun  
16-17 Dec 

Mole Tops (tenting) 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

M30  
BS23 BS24 

Moderate  
$35 

Chris and Jo 544 7038 

Ascend Jameson Ridge Track to Mole Hut (4-bunks, $5 hut ticket) at 1160m, taking 3-4 hours, and then carry on 
up to the Mole Tops at 1651m and tent beside some small tarns. Return the same way. 

Friday 
22 December 

SOCIAL EVENT:  
Christmas Picnic & BBQ – Busch Reserve, Aniseed Valley 

Rob and Maria 541 8598 

Bring a salad or baking to share and your own BBQ meat and drinks. Also bring a wrapped $2 gift, to go into a 
lucky dip. Some sports equipment will be provided for a few games. 

Sunday 
7 January 

Trig K, Pelorus Bridge  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O27  
BQ27 

Easy  
$12 

Julian 542 3147 

Ascend this 417m peak taking about 2 hours then loop past two small waterfalls back to the start. Then enjoy a 
swim and an ice cream back at Pelorus Bridge. 

Saturday 
13 January 

Elaine Bay to Penzance Bay 
Marlborough Sounds 

P26 
BP28 

Easy 
$19 

Alison 545 8399 
David 021 201 5682 

Join Alison and David for a beautiful coastal walk along Archer Track from Elaine Bay towards Penzance Bay. 
Allow 5 hours for the return walk plus one hour for a swim if it’s a lovely day and to eat your picnic lunch. 

Saturday  
20 January 

Pearse Resurgence 
Kahurangi National Park 

M25 
BN24 

Moderate 
$13 

Chris and Jo 544 7038 

An interesting 6km walk (6 hours return) to the resurgence which is the entrance to one of NZ’s deepest caves. 
Numerous river crossings will keep you cool on a hot summer day. Located 29km from Motueka. 

Sat-Sun-Mon 
27-29 Jan 

Mt Fell Hut – Mt Richmond Hut 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28 BR27 
BQ26 BR26 

Moderate/hard 
$35 

Esther 265 6041 
Robert 544 0142 

Saturday go from Te Rou Road and climb to Mt Fell Hut (6-bunks, $5 hut ticket) taking 6-7 hours. Sunday 
traverse the tops up to Mt Richmond then go down to Richmond Saddle Hut (8-bunks, $5 hut ticket) taking 3-4 
hours. Monday descend to Top Valley taking about 4 hours. Car shuttle will be required. 

Sunday 
4 February 

Champion and United Mines 
Roding River 

O27 
BQ26 

Easy/moderate 
$7 

Julian 542 3147 

Walk from the end of Aniseed Valley Road to some mining relics and abandoned mineshafts. Some creek 
crossings. About 5-6 hours return. 

Wednesday  
7 February 

CLUB NIGHT 
Ivory Lake by Mike Glover 

7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation 

Mike will speak about a recent trip made to the spectacular Ivory Lake at the head of the Waitaha Valley near 
Ross in Westland. The hut is one of the jewels in the crown of NZ remote high-country destinations.  
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Date Trip 
 

Map Grade & Cost Contact 

Sunday  
11 February 

Maitai Caves 
Nelson 

O27  
BQ26 

Easy 
$5 

Colin 547 7511 

From the carpark follow a flattish track up the south branch of the Maitai Stream for 45 minutes. Cross Solanders 
Creek and climb 30 minutes through mature forest to the caves. If you wish to explore bring a head torch, 
overalls and gloves. Return the same way, taking about 4 hours overall. 

Monday 
12 February 

7pm COMMITTEE MEETING 
7.30 TRIP PLANNING MEETING 

Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond 

Sat-Sun  
17-18 Feb 

Marlborough Meander:  
The Link Pathway & Wither Hills 

P27 P28 
BQ28 BR28 

Easy 
$28 

David 021 201 5682 
Alison 545 8399 

Head away Saturday morning and walk some of the Link Pathway from Ngakuta Bay. Stay at Picton Top 10 
Holiday Park. Sunday a ramble around the Wither Hills Farm Park in Blenheim. Let the leader know by Tuesday. 

Sunday 
25 February 

Marsden Valley 
Bryant Range 

O27  
BQ26 

Easy 
$0 

Colin 547 7511 

From the carpark follow the Scout track, crossing Poorman Stream and climbing fairly steeply through bush to 
reach the Involution Track (about 1½ hours). Descend by via the wide and gently graded Involution Track. 

Fri-Sat-Sun 
2-4 March 

Boulder Lake Hut 
Kahurangi National Park 

M25  
BP23 BP24 

Moderate/hard 
$37 

Diane 021 144 3471 
Robert 544 0142 

On Friday tramp from James Road, Bainham and over Brown Cow Ridge to Boulder Lake Hut (8 bunks, $5 hut 
ticket) taking 7-8 hours. There are some steep sections. Saturday explore Lake Clara and Green Saddle. 
Sunday return to the start. 

Saturday 
3 March 

Wainui Hut Circuit  
Abel Tasman National Park 

N26 
BP25 

Moderate 
$17 

Alison 545 8399 

From Canaan ascend track to Wainui Saddle then go up and along Evans Ridge. Turn off and descend to 
Wainui Hut then walk back up to Wainui Saddle and return to the carpark. A circuit of about 7 hours altogether. 

Wednesday 
7 March 

CLUB NIGHT  
Geology by Paul Wopereis 

7.30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation 

A Nelson geologist will give an illustrated talk on how our varied geology has resulted in the diverse landforms 
we have in the top of the South Island. 

Sat-Sun 
10-11 March 

John Reid Hut 
Kahurangi National Park 

M28 M27 
BQ24 BQ23 

Moderate 
$20 

Rob and Maria 541 8598 

Cross the Wangapeka River and ascend Chummies Track to John Reid Hut (6-bunks, $5 hut ticket) taking about 
5 hours. Sunday return to the Wangapeka River via Gibbs Track. 

Monday 
12 March 

COMMITTEE MEETING 7.00pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond 

Saturday 
17 March 

North Peak 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N28 
BR25 

Moderate 
$11 

Maria 541 8598 
Alison 545 8399 

From Inwood Lookout in the Wai-iti Valley ascend a marked track to the crest of a range taking about 2 hours. 
North Peak is a 1564m peak northeast of Gordons Knob on the Gordon Range and is not named on maps. 

Sunday  
25 March 

Mt Fishtail  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28 
BR27 BQ27 

Hard David 021 201 5682 

Camp on Saturday night at Mill Flat on Pine Valley Road off the Northbank Road. A steep track climbs a bush 
ridge to the bushline then across scree slopes and the north-west ridge to the summit of this distinctive 1643m 
peak.  At least 10 hours return. 

Easter: 
30 March to 
2 April 

Kaikoura - If you are interested in a four day trip where a variety of day walks are offered from 
a base camp in Kaikoura, please contact Chris or Jo (544 7038) before Christmas.  
 

 


