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Editor’s Report 
It has been a wetter than normal winter but this has not curtailed tramping, with the cancellation of only two 

club trips. We look forward to the warmer spring and summer weather and a full programme of club trips. 

 

The club has recently been working with DOC on the Chromite Mine Track and the Old Chrome Road in the 

Hacket Valley in Mt Richmond Forest Park. The track has been cleared and a new track has been cut from 

Serpentine Saddle back down to the Hacket Track to make a good loop trip of about four hours. This new 

track has been marked with orange triangle markers, but signage is still to be installed. Great work by all of 

those involved and such a worthwhile project.  

Keep on tramping.              Robert Wopereis 

 

Top Shot 

 
'Reflections' (Lake Sylvester) - Best Print, WTC Photo Competition - Photo: Jo 

Club Nights  
Wednesday 4 October: Living in an 11m house bus 
Campbell and Niki Sturrock will talk about their experiences converting an 11m bus and travelling around NZ 
living sustainably. Take a tour through the bus and have a ride/drive of a fully electric Nissan Leaf vehicle. 
  
Wednesday 1 November: DOC Motueka and Nelson Lakes 
Hear about the work DOC has done on huts and tracks in the Nelson region over the last year and get an 
insight into what is planned for the future. 
 
Wednesday 6 December: China by Uta Purcell 

“Across the Tian Shan Mountain Ranges of S.W. China” – a presentation by club member Uta Purcell. 

http://www.waimeatrampingclub.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub
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Waimea Tramping Club Photo Competition 2017 Results 
80 photos were entered compared with 92 photos in 2016. 

Category 1: Above the Bushline (no people) 

First – ‘Reflections’ - Jo 

Second – ‘Lake Constance’ - Chris 

Third – ‘Misty Paparoa Range’ - Robert 

 

Category 2: Above the Bushline (with people) 

First – ‘Bucklands Peak’ - Robert 

Second – ‘View from Bucklands Peak’ - Chris 

Third – ‘Ridge Return’ - Colin  

 

 
Category 3: Below the Bushline (no people) 

First Equal – ‘Sunrise Promise’ - Colin 

First Equal – ‘Abel Tasman’ - Chris  

Second – ‘Alpine Beauty’ - Jo 

 

Category 4: Below the Bushline (with people) 

First – ‘Helping Hand’ - Chris 

Second – ‘Framed’ - Maria 

Third – ‘Rainbow Valley River Bed’ - Robert  

 

 
Category 5: Native Flora & Fauna 

First – ‘Lonely Mandarin Duck’- Chris 

Second – ‘Friendly Kaka’ - Chris 

Third – ‘Red Fungi’ - Maria 
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Category 6: Historic 

First – ‘Ice Lake’ - Chris  

 

Awards 

Trophy for ‘best print’ (category 1 & 3): ‘Reflections’ - Jo 

Plate for best ‘with people’ photo (category 2 & 4): ‘Helping Hand’ - Chris 

Trophy for ‘best slide’ of Flora & Fauna (category 5): ‘Lonely Mandarin Duck’ - Chris 

Framed Photo for best in Historic (category 6): ‘Ice Lake’ - Chris 

 
 

Hut and Track News 

Lake Rotoroa Route closure 

DOC plan to formally close the Lake Rotoroa Route in Nelson Lakes National Park. The route runs along the 

eastern shore of Lake Rotoroa for 16.2km, linking Rotoroa village with the head of the lake and access to the 

Sabine Track, Sabine-Speargrass Track and Cedric Route. The route has been unmaintained for over six 

years, following a number of storms and significant tree windfall events. Historically usage has been low due 

to it being considered a less than pleasant walk as well as the presence of the water taxi operating on the 

lake, which eliminates a tough full day’s walking. It is estimated that six staff members would have to take at 

least two weeks to reopen the track just to a route standard, at a cost of $12-15,000, then with ongoing costs 

of $3-4,000 per year. Most tramping routes in the park are accessed from St Arnaud, and the Mt Robert-

Speargrass-Sabine route is an easier and more pleasant tramp of a similar time and distance to reach the 

head of Lake Rotoroa.  

 

Angelus Hut 

Bookings will now be required for Labour weekend and Queen's Birthday weekend (Friday to Sunday nights) 

at Angelus Hut in Nelson Lakes National Park. Currently bookings are required during the peak season which 

runs from late November to 30 April.  

The change is in response to a huge increase in visitor numbers at the Angelus Hut over these long weekends 

in recent years. Reports of up to 52 people crammed into the 28-bunk hut prompted DOC to extend the 

booking system to cover the two holiday weekends from October 2017. 

 

Blue Lake Hut 

A 1,000kg-hut was airlifted in to Blue Lake by the New Zealand Defence Force last month to house DOC hut 

wardens. Blue Lake, also known as Rotomairewhenua, has the clearest natural fresh water in the world and is 

considered sacred by local iwi. An NH90 helicopter manned by Air Force and Army personnel, moved the 

shelter about 32kms from St Arnaud to its new location beside Blue Lake.  

 

Visitor numbers to Blue Lake has increased significantly in the past two years as word spread about the clarity 

of the water. Wardens at Blue Lake Hut will be used to manage high numbers of visitors, by staying overnight 

in the area and ensuring that the lake and environment are protected. The Te Araroa Trail passed through the 

area, and the trail's growing popularity had also played a part in the increasing number of visitors.  

 

Caroline Creek Hut 

A new Caroline Creek Hut is expected to be built this summer after a delay in plans to build the hut last 

summer. A generous individual has donated $250,000-$300,000 to replace the antiquated basic 2-bunk 

Caroline Creek Bivvy in the St James Conservation Area with a 10-bunk standard hut. 

 

DOC News 
Takahē in Kahurangi 

A historic relocation of 23 takahē to the first new wild site outside of Fiordland has been thwarted by bad 

weather and early breeding. The takahē were due to arrive at their new home at Gouland Downs on the 

Heaphy Track in Kahurangi National Park last month. The transfer of the birds has been postponed until early 

2018. Currently takahē are only found in the wild in the remote Murchison Mountains of Fiordland. With the 

population now at more than 300 birds, there is a lack of space at the current takahē sanctuaries and 

establishing new wild sites is the best option to house a growing population. Gouland Downs was selected 

because of its large areas of intact tussock grassland and extensive predator control network. If successful, 

the site could accommodate up to 40 pairs in the future. 
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Paparoa Great Walk construction 

Construction was due to start in July 2017 on the new Great Walk in Paparoa National Park in memory of the 

29 men who died in the 2010 Pike River Mine disaster. A West Coast company and one from Nelson will work 

with the DOC on construction of the Paparoa and Pike29 Memorial tracks. About 50km of new track needs to 

be constructed for the Paparoa and Pike29 Memorial tracks to add to the 15km of existing track at the 

Blackball and Punakaiki ends of the Paparoa Track.  

 

Westreef Services Ltd from Westport will construct two sections of the track, from the Pororari River Track at 

the Punakaiki end to the Pororari Hut site, and from Pororari Hut up to and along the top of the towering 

escarpment to the junction with the Pike29 Memorial Track. 

Nelmac Ltd from Nelson will construct the Pike29 Memorial Track and a section of Paparoa Track from the 

junction with the Pike29 Memorial Track to the bushline south of Mt Anderson. DOC staff will build the new 

track from there to the Moonlight Tops Hut site and beyond it to connect with the existing Croesus Track. 

 

The Natural Construction Company of Westport will build the two 20-bunk huts, the Moonlight Tops and 

Pororari huts, with this work due to start this month. This Great Walk will be the first to be purpose-built as a 

mountain biking and walking track and it will have the distinction of being the only one to have this year-round 

shared use. It is expected to open in April 2019. 

 
Volunteer opportunities 

Travers-Sabine Circuit hut wardens 

Walk the beautiful Travers-Sabine Circuit in Nelson Lakes National Park as a volunteer hut warden for a 7-

night (8 day) period between 21 November 2017 and 30 April 2018. 

 

Angelus volunteer hut wardens 

Volunteer to be a warden at the magnificent Angelus Hut in Nelson Lakes National Park for a 7-night (8 day) 
period between October 2017 and April 2018. 

 

Tableland volunteer hut wardens  

Volunteer to be a hut warden in the beautiful Tableland area in Kahurangi National Park for a 5-8 night period. 

The roster runs from December 2017 to February 2018, with an extra stint over Easter weekend in March 

2018.  

 

For these and other volunteer opportunities in the Nelson/Tasman region visit: 

www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/volunteer/in-your-region/nelson-tasman 
 

News 
Kiwis among a huge increase in walkers tackling NZ's longest track 

550 people have walked the Te Araroa Trail from Cape Reinga to Bluff in the past year, with 20 per cent of 

them New Zealanders. It's a big increase on the 350 people who walked the whole trail in 2015-2016 and the 

210 who enjoyed it the year before. Hundreds of Kiwis walk the trail in sections over a number of years and 

many thousands more enjoy individual sections as day walks. Te Araroa is New Zealand's longest trail at 

3000km, stretching from Cape Reinga to Bluff and was officially opened December 3, 2011. 

 

South Island kōkako 

A reward of $10,000 is being offered by the SI Kokako Charitable Trust for information resulting in 

confirmation that the South Island kōkako is still alive, so that it can be conserved appropriately. The sound of 

the bird is so distinctively different, it's likely to stop you in your tracks. It was listed as extinct until 2013 when 

its status was reclassified as 'data deficient' by DOC. Where’s best to look for the South Island kōkako? 

Anywhere in the native forests of the western South Island and Stewart Island. As evidence, a verifiable 

photograph of the bird would be preferred but other compelling evidence will be considered. Visit: 

www.southislandkokako.org 

 

 
 
 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/volunteer/in-your-region/nelson-tasman
http://www.southislandkokako.org/
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A right royal long weekend 

Reefton – 3-5 June 2017 

How appropriate to be tramping in the Victoria Range - presumably 

named after Queen Victoria - on Queen’s Birthday weekend - a happy 

coincidence! 

 

Our accommodation was at the Reefton Backpackers (also called the 

Reefton Old Breadshop), a cheap $18 per night. Trevor the friendly 

owner also runs the local movie theatre. Two people also stayed at the 

Reefton Motor Camp. After settling in and having an early lunch, nine 

of us headed to Murray Creek, 2km east of Reefton on SH7. While 

typical Reefton was thick in fog, after half an hour of walking we had 

clear blue skies above. It was a gradual climb up an historic road 

beside Murray Creek until we reached a saddle above the Waitahu 

River after 1¼ hours. We continued our loop anticlockwise, detouring 

to the Inglewood Mine Shaft and passing the Ajax Mine Shaft, each 

with assorted relics like boilers and a stamping battery. This section 

after the saddle still continued climbing until a steep descent back to 

the start at Blacks Point, completing an interesting 4¼ hour circuit.  

 

Sunday saw all twelve of us heading 33km east of Reefton on SH7 to climb the 1587m Mt Haast. The marked 

track was gnarly for ten minutes at the start with tree roots and some mud then it climbed steadily or steeply to 

the bushline in 1¾ hours. Light snow flurries did not deter us on the steep climb up tussock and boulders to 

the summit taking 2¾ hours altogether. By now the snow had stopped and despite cloudy skies, good views 

were enjoyed of the surrounding ranges. The footing beside the summit cairn was treacherous with icy 

tussock and rock causing a few people to slip over. With the temperature at zero, we did not linger long at the 

summit and descended to the bushline for our lunch trying to shelter from some rain. We still enjoyed our day 

and had completed a good challenge. 

 
Mt Haast summit  Photo: Chris 

On Monday we packed up and journeyed to Duffy Creek, located 30km east of Reefton on SH7 (or 14km west 

from Springs Junction). A pleasant valley track climbed about 300m in altitude to a large grassy clearing 

taking 1½ hours. We enjoyed the delightful area with majestic views up to the head of the valley.  A few of us 

headed up to the upper end of the clearing to explore further. We discovered the remnants of an old track that 

used to go up to the bushline, but this soon became too hard to follow. A very worthwhile day trip for nine 

trampers especially with the fine weather. We then headed back home via Springs Junction to complete a 

right royal long weekend. Note must be made of two very keen members who came on this weekend trip who 

came back from Australia and only arrived back home early Saturday morning. The group was Robert, Chris, 

Jo, Val, Diane, Peter, Lesley G, David W, Lou, Graham, Pauline and newcomer Tracy. 

        Robert 

View photos of trips at: 

facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub 
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An easy winter stroll 
Spooners Tunnel – Sunday 11 June 2017 

David, Alison, Julian, Lily, Lesley, Linda, Marie, Marian, Jocelyn and Jo took advantage of the stunning 

weather and signed up for this winter stroll through the Spooners Tunnel.  We met in the carpark opposite the 

Belgrove Hotel at the civilised hour of 9.30am. We had just crossed the main road when one member of the 

party decided that the twinge in her knee would prevent her from keeping up with the rest of the party so 

decided to drive to the far end of the tunnel and walk through the tunnel to meet us. 

 

Nine of us walked the six or so kilometre cycle track from Belgrove through pastoral countryside up to the 

tunnel, making sure we found a nice sunny area for the mandatory morning tea stop on the way.  Our tenth 

member was waiting for us at the tunnel entrance. Here we donned an extra layer to cope with the cool 

temperatures inside the tunnel and made sure our head torches were activated. Hand-built in 1893, the 

1.35km Spooners Tunnel is NZ’s longest decommissioned rail tunnel and is the fifth longest tunnel in the 

world open to cycling and walking. Train services stopped in 1955. Soot from the steam trains is still visible on 

the tunnel’s brick walls. 

 

Once we reached the car park at the southern end of the tunnel two members of the party decided to call it a 

day. The rest of us walked on another ten minutes seeking out a sunny spot for lunch. The two hour trip back 

to our cars via the same route was equally pleasant. 

  Jo 

 

An enjoyable winter walk  
Grampians – Saturday 17 June 2017 

We’d sauntered over the hills and had fine views of city and sea having started at Victory Square at 9.30am, 

walked up the Railway Reserve and over through Bishopdale to the Market Rd entrance to the Grampians. 

From there we climbed the Kahikatea Track to the top then carried on along the Grampians walkway itself. By 

that stage the party members were so relaxed I became a bit concerned we’d be late for our Melrose House 

booking. A little whip cracking was required to get everyone there by 12.15 pm. 

 

 
Party at Melrose House  Photo: Alison 

Once at the venue and having been served beautifully presented meals and drinks decorated with flowers and 

fruit everyone relaxed even more. Most of the party were too mellow and laid back to even consider walking 

back across the Grampians. However Colin, Jocelyn and Lesley were up for it so I accompanied them. We did 

a fast trot back by a different route along the western side of the Grampians which is sunny in the afternoon 

until joining the Mahoe Track which took us back down to where we’d started from at Market Rd. A brisk walk 

along Waimea Rd and Vanguard St kept us in the sun and took us back to the starting point for the day. 

Thanks to the party members for coming with me on such an enjoyable winter walk without even the burden of 

preparing or carrying our own lunches. 

         Alison 
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Cloudy views 
Beebys Knob – Sunday 25 June 2017 

We started at 7:30 from Richmond and drove to the carpark before Tophouse, with some drizzle on the way. 

At 8:40 in overcast weather we started up the track with eleven people, Maria at the front and myself at the 

back. We had ideal conditions to climb to the ridge, which was achieved at 11:20 with a morning tea stop 

about two-thirds of the way up. Out into the clouds we emerged and we decided to head straight to the hut as 

there would be no view at the summit. The temperature dropped as we walked on and it was nice to get to the 

hut for lunch at about 12:30. Just after 1pm we set out and it was obvious that warmer clothing was needed, 

as the wind had got up which cleared the view which we got from the top. With photos done, someone 

decided to look for a Geocache and found one at the trig. It was last signed in 2015 but because it was wet we 

couldn’t sign it. The descent was pleasant, with afternoon tea just after 3pm. We sat in the bush with a hint of 

sunlight coming through the trees and there was no need to rush off because we were not getting cold. We 

emerged back at the cars at 4:20 with eleven people - always a good outcome. A very good group with no one 

wanting to push ahead and no one being left behind. Thanks to all who came: Maria, Rob, Julian, Jo, Colin, 

David, Vanessa, Donell, Marion, Grant and Ian.  

                                                                                                                                                                       Rob  

 

Country Players One-Act-Plays – Friday 30 June 2017 

At 6:30pm eleven of us arrived at Wakefield Hall with food to share in a picnic meal. A good variety of food 

was consumed and I must say I was well fed and there was food left over. Four one-act-plays were presented 

covering a spectrum from comedy to reality with a twisted fairy tale included. The twisted fairy tale was 

followed by play about the Jews of Auschwitz which reminded us of the horrible atrocities. Next was a light-

hearted look at human life from the perspective of two lobsters destined to be eaten. The last play made me 

wonder if marriage was a safe institution, with murder and intent to murder by frustrated wives. A good 

evening with Rob, Maria Jo, Katie, Alison, David M, David W, Ian, Lesley, Eric and Esther.  

                                                                                                                                                                       Rob 

 

Richmond Hills - Sunday 2 July Cancelled (weather) 

 

The three D’s did the double P’s                
Picton Pastures – Sunday 9 July 2017 

You got that right. Di, Donell and David did Picton Pastures on a pleasant winter’s day. Here’s how it panned 

out: arriving at 3pm on Saturday afternoon we ambled along the Picton waterfront and streets taking in the 

flavour of this lovely town, sun shining and everyone relaxing. At around 4.15pm we settled in at my friend’s 

place, a cuppa and a chat, then around 7pm a shared meal, the fire roaring and the final Lions rugby test. 

  

 
Essons Valley  Photo: Diane 

A leisurely start at 9am on Sunday, walking right from the door, 200 metres down the road to the start of the 

Tirohanga Track. It was nippy and a little overcast but we were into the hill and 40 minutes later a lookout over 
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the Picton town, waterfront and hills beyond. Continuing down to Essons Valley the group encountered three 

llamas in a paddock eye-balling us, very photogenic they were, as they got close to the fence we all took 

photos, especially Di who was in her element. Moving on and a track to Barns Dam, nice woodland, lush 

nature forest and a variety of tree species. Morning tea was had on the pipes and it rained a little. No matter, 

soon we were at a waterfall and the bottom of the dam. This and the Humphrey’s Dam is the main supply of 

water to Picton. Up the steps to the top of the dam but alas the gate was locked, so we could go no further. 

Donell was proud of herself for reaching the gate.  

 

 
Picton Harbour from the Snout Track  Photo: Diane 

So it was back out the track with some street walking, parks, the waterfront (the rain stopped), and to the 

Bob’s Bay Track. An eyeful of views already and the ferry going out, it was good to see some families out on 

the track. After 25 minutes we came to a side track to Bob’s Bay and lunch was had at 12.30pm. A seat was 

provided and no one else around. Back up the track to the road, then to join the Snout Track, this one was 

mostly flat, and every now and then it opens up to great views of the Sounds and Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary.  

 

 
Picton from the Tirohanga Track  Photo: David 

In no time at all we reached the lookout point, where more photos were taken, there is a seat and a loo; one 

could go further to the end but it’s mostly in bush and unless you’re a purest not worth the extra hour (believe 

me I know). Back the way we came, then a side trail to an inland track which seems more urban. We passed 

some nice homes on the way to Endeavour Park and Victoria Domain, the sun was coming out, but I had one 

more sharp and nasty hill to negotiate to the road and a lookout point. No ferry coming in, no matter a short 



9 
 

road bash to join one last track down to the waterfront and ending back at my friend’s place at 3.45pm. It was 

a pleasure to tramp with two lovely ladies, we had some laughs, probably walked over 10km and came to the 

conclusion that there’s more to Picton than meets the eye.  

         David 

 

An ideal mid-winter circuit 
Black Hill, Teetotal and Anglers Walk – Sunday 16 July 2017 

A party of nine trampers travelled to West Bay Lake Rotoiti on a mostly cloudy day. Firstly we headed up the 

track to Rotoiti Lodge then veered up Black Hill, only taking 30 minutes to reach the summit, 126m above lake 

level. We were amazed to be told by Julian that Black Hill is actually a volcanic rock but was also shaped by 

glacial ice flowing over it. It seems to be a common misconception that Black Hill is glacial moraine.  

 

 
West Bay, Lake Rotoiti  Photo: Diane 

We descended the steeper northern side of the hill and crossed SH63 to the Teetotal Flats. We were 

surprised to see that the ice skating pond was well frozen and in good use by a dog and several people 

playing on it. But we were not tempted to try it out, and carried on and climbed steadily up the 2.5km Duck 

Down Track to a ridgetop in the bush. The Teetotal Trails are shared-use tracks and we were reassured of 

this by signage stating that trampers are welcome (but may need to give way to bikers). From the ridgetop we 

descended the 1.5km Rocky Horror Track, a rough stony trail that dropped more steeply back down to the 

flats. The peace was being rudely disturbed by a couple of shooters at the nearby rifle range doing target 

practise. We cut through the flats and re-crossed SH63 to the Buller Bridge to find the start of the Anglers 

Walk. This one hour track followed the northern bank of the Buller River to the lake outlet where we returned 

to West Bay. A few afternoon showers did not dampen our keenness, and had stopped by the time we 

finished the 4¾ hour journey.  

 

This completed an ideal circuit for mid-winter and with at least nine different trails in the Teetotal area there is 

plenty of opportunity for further exploration. The party was Julian, Robert, Donell, Dale, Linda, Colin, Diane 

and newcomers Charles and Marianne.  

        Robert 

 

Sherry River Bush track clearing – Sunday 23 July 2017 

I recommend hot pumpkin scones dripping with butter for a winter’s morning tea. That’s exactly how our day 

started at Sherry River! Followed by birthday cake! Well feed and sorted with loppers, secateurs and saws we 

entered the bush some 50m from Jeff’s house and began the day’s task. By midday we were heading down 

the centre track, after having cleared the eastern circuit and so once at the entry point we took a break to 

enjoy a shared lunch and BBQ and more birthday cake. In the afternoon we spent some three hours clearing 

the western circuit, which was followed by afternoon tea and a natter back at the house. By 5.30pm we were 

heading home. The total distance of track cleared was approximately 3.4kms. Those participating were: Jeff, 

Julian, Rob, Maria, Eric, Esther, Katie and David W.  

          Maria 
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Bird watching bonus 
Motueka Sandspit – Sunday 30 July 2017 

We started at 8:30 from Richmond and drove to the Saltwater Baths at Motueka. 16 people lined up in a cold 

wind and there was a bit of a wager between Colin and Julian as to if a mussel buoy would be found. 13 of the 

group stayed on the high path in the wind while three of us enjoyed it out of the breeze on the beach to start 

out. On hitting the spit the bird watcher Noelene made mention it would be better when the migratory birds are 

there in October maybe something for next trip planning. Morning tea was shortly after at 10am on the start of 

the spit, this is a must when Pat the matriarch is present. 

 

As we walked we noted there is a lot of erosion and almost a complete breach halfway along the spit. By this 

time the wind had eased and our last stretch to the end revealed the mussel buoy and some lovely little 

banded dotterels. The end of the spit had shags, gulls and we also saw spoonbills, terns, oystercatchers and 

stilts on the trip. We did not linger too long and just as well because we returned to the breach to find the tide 

pushing through but we all got across with a bit of piggybacking for some with shoes. Lunch was warm and as 

was mentioned the trip allowed us to be more social and everyone enjoyed lunch and a good chinwag. 

Everyone wandered off the spit while Rob got a bit more exercise dragging his buoy behind him to finish about 

2:45. Toad Hall made a nice finish in the warmth where we continued the social side over coffees and ice 

creams. A great group which included Maria, Rob, Pat, Noelene, Jill, Julian, Diane, Val, Anna, Vanessa, Colin, 

Jenni, Chris, Jo, Donell and Dale.  

                                                                                                                                                                       Rob 

 

Dew Lakes and Maungatapu Saddle - Sunday 6 August Cancelled (weather) 

 

A good substitute trip 
Hacket Hut – Saturday 12 August 2017 

Do we or don’t we? That is a decision that all trip leaders grapple with when the weather is probably, but not 

definitely wet. So it was for the planned trip to North Peak. Fifteen people could be wet and cold and have a 

miserable day on a high peak with no view. On the morning of the trip, rather than cancelling we decided to try 

for an alternative. Going to the Hacket Hut seemed a good substitute as it would take about the same hours 

but at least we would have the shelter of a hut at lunchtime rather than sitting in the rain.  

 

Eleven people were keen to get out, so off we set from the Hacket car park with warm gear on and raincoats 

handy. By morning tea we were in our raincoats. Our route took us off the main Hacket Track uphill to the new 

Chromite Track and onto the Chrome Saddle. By now the sun was beginning to shine, so off with our coats. 

The vegetation on the Chrome Road had recently been cut so there was gorse and flax leaves over the track. 

If we’d thought about it we could have brought our pitchforks or garden forks and removed the debris as we 

went. There is an interesting development happening at the turn on the ridge of the Chrome Road. From here 

you get a good view up the Miner River to the Whispering Falls area. Maybe it’s going to be a ‘lookout point’ 

with a seat. At the next gully the road narrows to a track as we wind our way downward, past the old mines 

and back onto the main track. Here we observed pygmy mistletoe on manuka.  

 

Lunch was had at the Hacket Hut with everyone sitting outside in the sunshine. Why did I discard my sunhat 

from my pack this morning? At least I did have sunscreen with me. After lunch break it was a direct walk back 

to our cars to complete a 13.5km walk for the day. Those participating were: Rob, Maria, Chris, Jo, Val M, 

David W, Jocelyn, Colin, Di, Pete and visitor Marianne. 

          Maria 

 

A good Nelson Lakes loop 
Mt Robert circuit – Sunday 27 August 2017 

The weather didn’t look very promising with rain when we left home but it was dry by the time we reached the 

meeting place in Richmond. Twelve keen trampers in three cars arrived at the Mt Robert car park at 8:30am 

and we were on our way up the Pinchgut Track at 8:45am. 

 

The track has been improved over the last couple of years which allowed us to make very good and timely 

progress to the shelter before some rain and the 10am gongs by Rob. The shelter looked like it has had a 

recent makeover and was a comfortable stop for morning tea. Then we trekked on in light rain and mist until 

we reached the Bushline Hut at about 11am which was a welcome shelter and a good place for an early 
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lunch. After a group photo in front of the hut we descended down Paddy’s Track and luck was on our side 

when the clag cleared to produce stunning views of Rotoiti and surrounding landscape. The carpark was 

reached at about 1pm which made it a 4¼ hour circuit which is thanks to the track improvements instead of 

the recommended 5 hours. 

 

With time in hand we headed off to the DOC visitor centre for a look-see, for those who hadn’t been there 

before. We saw a very interesting documentary about the life cycle of the lake’s longfin tuna (eel) after which 

we headed down to the lakeside to see those amazing creatures in the flesh and in abundance under and 

around the jetty. Our day ended with hot drinks and social chitchat at the Alpine Lodge.  

          Esther & Eric 

 

 

 

The world's longest pedestrian suspension 

bridge has opened in Switzerland. At 494m 

long and 86m off the ground at its highest 

point, this walking bridge traversing the 

Swiss Alps is not for the faint-hearted.  

The bridge connects a hiking trail in the Alps 

between Grachen and Zermatt, and took 10 

weeks to build.  

 

New Zealand's longest swing bridge is 110m 

in length and spans the Buller River, 14kms 

west of Murchison. The longest deck 

suspension bridge that DOC has built is 

148m long, spanning the Heaphy River near 

Lewis Hut, built in 2013. 

 

 

 
 
Hut prices 
Adult Hut Tickets $15 or $5 each, Youth Hut Tickets $7.50 or $2.50 each (11-17 years) 
12 Month Hut Pass (with your FMC card) $85 (normally $122), 6 Month Hut Pass $92  
Great Walks:  
Heaphy Track huts: $34 per night  
Abel Tasman Coast Track huts: $38 per night (Oct-Apr) or $32 per night (May-Sept) 
The Heaphy Track and Abel Tasman Great Walks require bookings all year 
 

 

Tramping Grades   
Gradings are a combination of gradient, distance and roughness of track 

Easy – up to 4 hours on a good track, easy gradient 

Easy/moderate – up to 6 hours on a good track, mostly easy gradient 

Moderate – 6 hours plus, on a rougher track, some climbing 

Moderate/hard – Up to 8 hours on rougher track, often climbing 

Hard – 8 hours plus on a rough track, often steep 

 
 
Club Contacts 

Secretary:  Jo Ecroyd 544 7038   
Email:   wtc.richmond@gmail.com 
Editor:  Robert Wopereis 544 0142   
Email:  robertw@kinect.co.nz 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wtc.richmond@gmail.com
mailto:robertw@kinect.co.nz
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Waimea Tramping Club Programme – September-December 2017 
When planning to go on any trips please contact the leader by Monday night for an overnight trip and by 
Thursday night for a day trip.  Make phone calls before 9pm please. If you are staying in a hut, remember 
your hut tickets! You, NOT THE CLUB, are responsible for your safety and well-being on trips. 
 

Date Trip Map Grade & Cost Contact 

Wednesday 
6 September 

CLUB NIGHT: 
Life at Puysegur Point 

7.30pm, Fish and Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

Edna McKegg will talk about her life as a lighthouse keeper’s wife at Puysegur Point in the far south of Fiordland 
and three other lighthouses around NZ. She managed to raise three children in these remote locations. 

Sunday  
10 September 

Dun Mtn Trail & Black Diamond 
Ridge - Bryant Range 

O27  
BQ26 

Easy/moderate  
$0 

Eric and Esther 265 6041 

From OK Corral on Brook Street walk the Dun Mountain Trail past Third House then turn off onto Black Diamond 
Ridge toward Fringed Hill, then either down to Four Corners and to the start, or else directly back to the start. 

Monday  
11 September 

COMMITTEE MEETING 7.00pm, Fish and Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond   

Sunday  
17 September 

Holyoake - Anchorage circuit 
Abel Tasman National Park 

N26 
BP25 

Moderate 
$12 

Robert 544 0142 

Start from Marahau then steadily ascend the Inland Track. About 20 minutes before Holyoake Clearing turn and 
descend towards Anchorage. Return to Marahau via the coastal track. About 7-8 hours. 

Sunday  
24 September 

Booth’s Cottage 
Howard Valley 

M29  
BR24 

Easy/moderate  
$24 

Chris and Jo 544 7038 

In the Howard Valley follow an old miners’ track above Louis Creek to a historic hut located in a small forest 
clearing. Carry on to a good lookout on the Porika 4WD Road taking about 3 hours. Return the same way. 

Saturday 
30 September 

Parachute Rocks 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 BR24 
BR25 BS26 

Moderate  
$19 

Alison 545 8399 
Jocelyn 541 8213 

From Kerr Bay at Lake Rotoiti, follow a zigzag track up out of the bush to a great lookout point below St Arnaud 
Range. Opportunity to climb 250m further up to the ridgeline. Return the same way.  Total time about 5 hours. 

Wednesday 
4 October 

CLUB NIGHT: 
Living in an 11m house bus 

7.30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

Campbell and Niki Sturrock will talk about their experiences converting an 11m bus and travelling around NZ 
living sustainably, ‘leaving it better than you found it’. Take a tour through the bus and have a ride/drive of a fully 
electric Nissan Leaf vehicle. Interesting stories. (Best not to park in the carpark this time). 

Sat-Sun  
7-8 October 

Marlborough Meander:  
The Link Pathway & Wither Hills 

P27 P28 
BQ28 BR28 

Easy 
$28 

David 021 201 5682 

Head away Saturday morning and walk some of the Link Pathway from Ngakuta Bay. Stay at Picton Top 10 
Holiday Park. Sunday a ramble around the Wither Hills Farm Park in Blenheim. Let the leader know by Tuesday. 

Monday 
9 October 

COMMITTEE MEETING 7.00pm, Fish and Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond   

Sunday 
15 October 

Ben Nevis 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N28 
BR25 

Moderate 
$11 

Robert 544 0142 

From a forestry road in the Wairoa Valley, tramp about 3½ hours to reach this 1,619m peak. 

Sunday   
22 October 

Mt Stevens  
Wakamarama Range,  Golden Bay 

M25 
BN23 

Moderate/hard  
$29 

Eric and Esther 265 6041 

Start south of 15 Mile Creek Bridge on Aorere Valley Road, 28 km from Collingwood and ascend this 1300m 
peak, the highest point in the Wakamarama Range with wonderful views of the Aorere Valley and West Coast. 
The route is steep in places. Return the same way. A full day trip of 7-8hrs. Possibility to stay in Golden Bay for 
Labour weekend. Make your own arrangements for accommodation. 

Sunday 
29 October 

Motueka Sandspit 
Motueka 

N26 N27 
BP25 

Easy 
$9 

Rob 541 8598 

An easy stroll along the Motueka shoreline to view the godwits after their epic non-stop flight from Alaska.  
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Wednesday 
1 November 

CLUB NIGHT: 
DOC Motueka and Nelson Lakes 

7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

Hear about the work DOC has done on huts and tracks in the Nelson region over the last year and get an insight 
into what is planned for the future. 

Friday 
3 November 

SOCIAL EVENT: 
Pizza and Movie Night 

Maria 541 8598 

Meet at 5.00pm at the pizzeria at the State Cinema to enjoy some food together, then view your choice of movie. 

Sunday 
5 November 

Dew Lakes & Maungatapu 
Saddle - Mt Richmond FP 

O27 
BQ26 

Moderate/hard 
$5 

Eric and Ester 265 6041 

From the Maitai Dam go up past the Rush Pool to Dew Lakes, then along the Bryant Range to Maungatapu 
Saddle, then turn down the Maungatapu Track back to the Maitai Dam. A circuit taking about 7 hours. 

Monday 
6 November 

7.00pm COMMITTEE MEETING  
7.30 TRIP PLANNING MEETING 

Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond 

Sunday 
12 November 

Mt Riley & Mt Sunday  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28 
BQ28 BQ27 

Hard  
$28 

David 021 201 5682 

Camp Saturday night at a nearby campground. On Sunday walk this 12km loop track, climbing steep bush 
ridges over the summits of Mt Riley (1,311m) and Mt Sunday (1,310m). Once on the small open tops there are 
wonderful views over the Kaituna Valley and Wairau Plains. 8 hours return. 

Fri-Sat-Sun  
17-18-19 Nov 

Kirwans Track & Waitahu Valley 
Victoria Forest Park 

L30  
BS21 BS22 

Moderate  
$44 

Robert 544 0142 

Friday a steady 6 hour climb up a well-formed pack track to Kirwans Hut (12 bunks, $15 hut ticket) near the 
bushline. Then a 50 minute side trip to Kirwans Hill (1,297m). Saturday descend past mining relics to 
Montgomerie Hut (6 bunks, $5 hut ticket), taking 4 hours. Sunday return to the start, taking 5-6 hours. 

Saturday 
25 November 

Kaituna Ridges Ramble 
Havelock 

P27  
BQ28 

Moderate  
$17 

Geoff 544 7983 

$20 cash per person fundraiser for Pelorus Community Preschool. Start from Readers Road, 3km past Havelock 
and follow a 12km loop on the 800ha Kaituna Ridges Farm. Follow a 4WD track amongst pasture and beech 
forest. Good views of Pelorus Sound and Kaituna Valley. Registration from 8am-10am. Takes 3-5 hours. 

Sat-Sun 
2-3 December 

Salisbury Lodge and caves 
Kahurangi National Park 

M27  
BQ24 BP24 

Moderate 
$15 

Robert 544 0142 

From Flora carpark walk to Salisbury Lodge (22 bunks, $15 hut ticket) taking about 4 hours. From here visit the 
spectacular Richards Cave on the edge of tussock, 30 minutes from the hut. Sunday return the same way. 

Wednesday 
6 December 

CLUB NIGHT: 
China by Uta Purcell 

7.30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

“Across the Tian Shan Mountain Ranges of S.W. China” – a presentation by club member Uta Purcell. 

Saturday 
9 December 

Red Hills - Maitland Track circuit  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N29 
BR25 

Moderate 
$19 

Jocelyn 541 8213 

Tramp about 2 hours up to the Red Hills Hut at 910m, then continue up the Maitland Ridge Track. Return to the 
vehicles via the four wheel drive track to the Tophouse Road. 

Monday 
11 December 

COMMITTEE MEETING 7.00pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond 

Sat-Sun  
16-17 Dec 

Mole Tops (tenting) 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

M30  
BS23 BS24 

Moderate  
$35 

Chris and Jo 544 7038 

Ascend Jameson Ridge Track to Mole Hut (4 bunks, $5 hut ticket) at 1160m, taking 3-4 hours, and then carry on 
up to the Mole Tops at 1651m and tent beside some small tarns. Return the same way. 

Friday 
22 December 

SOCIAL EVENT:  
Christmas Picnic & BBQ – Busch Reserve, Aniseed Valley 

Rob or Maria` 541 8598 

Bring a salad or baking to share and your own BBQ meat and drinks. Also bring a wrapped $2 gift, to go into a 
lucky dip. Some sports equipment will be provided for a few games. 

 


